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Useful Contacts 
 

Service  Organisation/Name   Contact 

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)   0800 111 999 
999   UK Power Networks (24hrs)  105 
   Water Leak Line (24hrs)   0800 820 999 
Community PCSO Eva Winter     101 or email 

Eva.Winter@kent.police.uk 
Non-urgent and other enquiries 101 

   Community Warden Team  07811 271 299 
   Neighbourhood Watch   Martin Porter - email 

   porter118@btinternet.com  
Crime Stoppers    0800 555111 

   Community Safety Dover   01304 872220 
   Consumer Direct    01845 4040506 
   Childline      0800 1111 

Kent County Council   08458 247247 
   Dover District Council   01304 821199 
   Craig Mackinlay MP    01843 589266 
   Ash Parish Council Clerk   01304 832909 
   Citizens Advice (Dover area)  0844 8487978 
   Ash Village Hall Enquiries  01304 369314 

Environmental Health   01304 872215 
   Trading Standards    0845 4040506 

Ash Library     01304 812440 

Healthcare NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)  111 or www.nhs.uk  
   Out of Hours Doctor Service  0844 8001234 
   Ash Surgery     01304 812227 
   Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury 01227 766877 
       QEQM Margate  01843 225544 
       William Harvey  01233 633331 
   Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)   01304 812242 

Education  KCC Area Office    03000 414141 
   Cartwright and Kelsey School  01304 812539 
   St Faith’s Prep School   01304 813409 
   Sandwich Technology School  01304 610000 
   Sir Roger Manwood School  01304 613286 

Transport  National Rail TrainTracker™  0871 2004950 
   Stagecoach East Kent Ltd  0845 6002299 

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~ 

 

mailto:Eva.Winter@kent.police.uk
mailto:porter118@btinternet.com
http://www.nhs.uk/
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This magazine is produced by St. 
Nicholas Parish Church. We 

welcome items from individuals and 
village organisations. All items 
should come with a note of the 
contributor’s name. The editor 

reserves the right both to edit and 
not to publish anything she 

receives. Items on church matters 
do not represent the official position 

of the Church of England. 

 

Email copy for the next edition by 
Thursday 16th September at 

rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or 
post hard copy at 69, The Street, 

Ash. 

Products and services advertised 
have not been tested and are not 
endorsed by the Parish Church. 

Send advertising enquiries to 

ashpm.ads@gmail.com  

Front cover illustration  

Peregrine at St Nicholas’ Church, 
based on a photo by Paddy 
O’Halloran. By Pat Coles 

 

Magazine Subscription  
 
Never miss an edition of your 
favourite parish magazine! 
To arrange to a subscription 
including magazine delivery to 
your door (within the parish) 
phone Rebecca on 07443 
605873. 

23 

mailto:rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com
mailto:ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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What’s On  

 

THE ASH VILLAGE LITTER PICK CHALLENGE ends on September 
30th. Simply upload a picture of your litter picking to the post on the Ash 
Village Facebook page to be in with a chance to win a lunch meal for two 
and bottle of house wine, donated by The Chequer Inn, Ash. 
 
THE CHEQUER INN COMMUNITY GARDEN volunteers meet on 
Mondays and Tuesdays after 9.30am, weather permitting. Call 
07885272985 for more details. 
 
MEET UP MONDAYS – a friendly companionship group - have restarted 
at the Chequer Inn from 10am-noon every Monday. 

vs. Archaeologists’. 7.30pm, the Jury Room, Sandwich Guildhall.  
www.sandwichlocalhistorysociety.org.uk 

 
 
COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNINGS in September will be held on 
Saturday 4th September and Saturday 18th September from 10am-12pm 
with refreshments, raffles and much more. The 4th is hosted by Ash WI  
and the 18th by the Guides.  
 
ASH BABY AND TODDLER GROUP meet at Ash Village Hall on Mondays 
starting on September 6th from 10-11.30am. £1.50 per child. See page 20 
for more details. 
 
SANDWICH LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY meet on Thursday 9th 
September when   Dr Andrew Richardson give a talk ‘Metal detectorists 

 
THE BECKET WALK will start in Coombe Lane, Ash, at 11.10am on 
Saturday 11th September. See page 11 for more details. 

THE CHURCHYARD BASH will take place at St Nicholas, Ash, on 
Saturday 18th September from 9am. See page 6 for details. 
 
KYOKUSHIN KARATE and self-defence classes for children, adults and 
families take place at Ash Village Hall on Friday evenings starting on 
Friday 17th September from 6.30-8pm. For more details contact Paul 
Cheesman Paul.trkj@gmail.com or call 07944 519069. 
 
ASH HERITAGE GROUP celebrate their 10th anniversary on Saturday 
25th September from 11am-4pm with an exhibition of local photos, free 
refreshments and much more. See page 22 for more details. 

http://www.sandwich/
mailto:Paul.trkj@gmail.com
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Church Notices 

Church Services 
 
Sunday 5th September: Holy Communion, 9am, Holy Cross, 
Goodnestone; Holy Communion 9am, Elmstone Church; Morning 
Worship, 10.30am, St Nicholas Church, Ash; Holy Communion, 10.30am, 
St Mary’s Nonington. 
 
Sunday 12th September: Holy Communion, 9am, All Saints, Chillenden; 
Breakfast Church, 9.30am, Baptist Chapel, Nonington; Holy Communion, 
10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Family Service, St Mildred’s, Preston. 
 
Sunday 19th September: Holy Communion, 9am, Holy Cross, 
Goodnestone; Holy Communion, 9am, Elmstone Church; Holy 
Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Morning Worship, 10.30am, 
Baptist Chapel, Nonington. 
 
Sunday 26th September: Holy Communion, 9am, All Saints, Chillenden; 
Holy Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Holy Communion, 
10.30am, Baptist Chapel, Nonington. 
 
As always the safety of our church community is paramount and timings 
may change according to guidelines so please keep an eye on the church 
information board and our News Sheet which is uploaded weekly 
on www.canonrybenefice.org.uk and www.s8nicholas.org.uk.  
  

We will continue to stream our 11am Sunday services via our YouTube 
channel and our Facebook page, where you will also find news and 
updates. 

www.facebook.com/thecanonrybenefice 

www.youtube.com/thecanonrybenefice 

Private Prayer 
 
St Nicholas, Ash, 9.30am-4pm all week. 
Holy Cross, Goodnestone, is open in daylight hours.  
All Saints, Chillenden, 10am-5pm Saturdays and Sundays 
 Other churches in the Benefice can be unlocked upon request 
  
*Please note services may be taking place during these times. 

http://www.canonrybenefice.org.uk/
http://www.s8nicholas.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/thecanonrybenefice/
http://www.youtube.com/thecanonrybenefice


6 

 

Parish Register 

Weddings 
 
Joanne Stewart and Paul Wilkins, St Nicholas, Ash, 2nd July 
Alexandra Leckie and Mark Chandler, Holy Cross, Goodnestone, 3rd July 
Chloe Ellis and Charlie Bennett, St Mildred’s, Preston, 23rd July 
Rachel Shattock and Andrew Cardy, St Mildred’s, Preston, 30th July 
Abbie Murray and George Short, Holy Cross, Goodnestone, 31st July 
  
Blessing 
Sarah Tutt and Ben Cook, St Nicholas, Ash, 24th July. 
 
Baptism 
Poppy Harper Hood, St. Mildred's Preston, 7th August. 
 
Funeral 
Judith Osborn, Barham Crematorium, 23rd August. 
 

Churchyard Maintenance 
 
During the lockdown, all the gardening in the churchyard was 
forbidden. The group working parties, or ‘bashes’, have now resumed and 
the next one is on Saturday 18th September,  starting at 9am. We 
normally rely on the stalwarts but fresh faces would most 
welcome. Contact telephone number 01304 812736. 

 
The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Churches 
 

Happy Hours 
 
We are continuing to hold our Happy Hour events at Elmstone Church 
and the next date is Friday 3rd September, 6.30pm. Weather permitting. 
We look forward to seeing you.   
 
Further Open Meeting – the Future of St Mildred’s 
 
Following a very well attended, positive meeting on 24th July, a follow-up 
meeting will be held in the near future.   
The date for this will be advised as soon as possible. 

Elizabeth Timms 
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The Parish Letter 
 

One of the easiest questions I’ve been asked was immediately followed 
by one of the most difficult. The seemingly benign question ‘What do you 
imagine life to be like in ten years’ time?’ Answer: ‘To be honest, I don’t 
know’; was followed by the more demanding question: ‘As a Christian, 
what societal factors would you like to see develop which will positively 
influence how we will be in ten years’ time? I don’t remember the answer I 
gave, but as the person asking the questions turned to someone else, I 
think my answer left a lot to be desired. However, since then I’ve had time 
to consider this question a little more anyway.  

At the turn of the millennium, there was a lot more hope across society. 
Whole nations were being democratised across Eastern Europe. The 
threat of war had receded. The Dot Com economy was bringing us a 
bright new future and 9/11 wasn’t envisaged by many.  

One of the effects of the last seventeen months is that there is a lot less 
hope today. A prevailing sense of hopelessness has been especially hard 
for young people to bear, who have little life experience to call on, much 
more of their lives ahead of them, and less security than their parents. A 
sense of hope is central to our well-being. But what is hope, particularly 
Christian hope? 

Hope for many is simply a personality trait; an optimism that assumes 
things will always eventually improve. It projects the present into the 
future. Only – that has now run into the sand. Christian faith does the 
opposite. It draws the future into the present. That is Christian hope. It 
speaks of a profound disruption to creation through the resurrection of 
Jesus. The idea that a new creation has begun in Christ, one we are 
being inexorably drawn towards is completing. It defies the social, 
postmodern narrative of despair. Christian hope is like an icebreaker 
ploughing through the frozen waters of our despair and is one of the 
societal hallmarks, I would like to see develop, in the next ten years. 

The second feature I would wish to see develop is of a new desire to 
actively listen to others who are different from ourselves. Debates in 
society, even in our universities, are often shouty and aggressive. There 
is posturing, virtue signalling and demonising. Tribes are split and hate 
each other. The hatred burrows down because no-one spends much time 
in the presence of someone they disagree with anymore. We need to pay 
attention to the stories and the beliefs of people who think differently than 
ourselves. We don’t have to move a muscle to show someone we love 
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them. We just have to engage our ears and not be afraid of silence. We 
live in a noisy world. Our lives are lived against the backdrop of internal 
and external soundscapes. The sounds, noises and music with which we 
are surrounded in modern life have spiritual implications. Listening again 
to the sound of silence we may discover more about ourselves. 

Thirdly, we should be a people who serve. Life lived rapidly in an 
advanced economy has made us careless. We have allowed market 
values to permeate where they do not and should not belong. We relate 
to people instrumentally, selling ourselves and commodifying others. 
We’ve believed the lie that if everyone pursues their own self-interest it 
will benefit the whole community. That if someone fails, it must be their 
personal fault. That way, we can bask in our own success and feel no 
obligation to others when they lose out. I don’t think anyone listening to 
this today actually believes that - it is such a far cry from the Christian 
story. But, nevertheless it is sometimes an unspoken thought and has 
stained our culture. Compassion for others who are less fortunate than 
ourselves has been a defining factor in our nation’s history and as we 
emerge from this pandemic, compassion for the downtrodden would be 
one on my wish list of our societal hallmarks. After all it was one of the 
springboards of Jesus’ ministry and his early disciples.  

Words come cheaply now and they are believed less. There is so much 
more scepticism in what persons who have positions of authority say. 
People notice actions, especially when they are to bless the bodies of 
others. In the early Church, the followers of Jesus authenticated their 
message about Christ’s resurrection and the message of reconciliation by 
acts of charity and healing. It showed the truth of their message and that 
they cared about the welfare of others.  

So what are some of the factors I like to see 
develop which will positively influence how 
we will be in ten years’ time?  Cultivating 
Christian hope - envisaging where we would 
like to be in ten years’ time - then making 
steps towards those goals. Secondly, taking 
the time to listen to others who are different, 
or less fortunate, then ourselves, and 
discovering again the beauty of silence. And 
lastly, by getting our hands dirty, by acts of 
service, thus showing genuine Christian 
compassion.  

Rev David Moulden 
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Onlooker 

A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on Monday 

2nd August 2021. 

The saga of problems with waste collection continues and Mike Conolly 
(DDC councillor) was very apologetic but admitted it will take time to 
resolve as Veolia are having major problems due to the number of staff 
having to isolate due to Covid 19.  
Not only are Veolia short staffed but are having to put crews on rounds 
they do not know which takes longer.  
We all accept the situation is far from ideal but please have a little 
patience. 
A date for your diaries – beating the bounds on 9th October.  
The Parish boundary is very long and takes all day but some may want to 
walk sections of it instead.  
Please look at the Parish Council web site and book in so that the 
organisers know how many people to expect. 
KCC have a consultation running at present on the new budget, so please 
go online and make your views known on how you feel you Council Tax 
should be spent. 
The Ash Neighbourhoood Development Plan (NDP) election result was 
382 in favour of adoption and 65 against so the election was carried in 
favour of the NDP.  
This now goes to a DDC Full Council  for ratification.  
At present DDC have to consider it for any new planning applications 
within Ash Parish but once ratified by DDC it will have full legal weight.  
DDC are consulting on the Ash settlement confines. This is the residential 
boundary around the village of Ash.   
The Parish Council would like it to be keep close to the existing boundary 
so that any proposed new houses are either infill or on the sites in the 
Ash NDP.   
The consultation ends on 17th September and if you have any questions 
about this, please ring or email the Clerk. 
With much in the news on charging points for electric vehicles Ash has 
contacted DDC and KCC to see if some can be installed in the village. 
 

Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304 
832 909 or email clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk  or visit the Parish 
Council website https://ashparishcouncil.gov.uk   

 

tel:01304%20832%20909
tel:01304%20832%20909
mailto:clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://ashparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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Waste Bin Collections 
 
Dover District Council has apologised for the ongoing disruption to local 
waste and recycling collections blaming “a combination of factors” affecting 
contractor, Veolia. These include a shortage of HGV drivers and staff being 
told to self-isolate. 
In a statement, the council said: “We know how important these collections 
are to you and are working urgently with Veolia to address the problems and 
to get the service back to normal as soon as possible.” 
Garden waste collections have been suspended to prioritise household 
waste and recycling collections. Garden waste can be disposed of at KCC 
Recycling Centres. 
For the latest information go to www.dover.gov.uk/Recycling--Waste/Bins-
Recycling 

Rebecca Smith 

 

Neighbourhood Development Plan Passed 

The Ash Neighbourhood Development Plan referendum saw a significant 
majority of voters agreeing that the Plan can be used in shaping the future 
of Ash.   
This is a strong validation of all the hard work by residents, volunteers and 
the parish council to bring together the aspirations of those in all parts of the 
parish, helping to shape the future of Ash for years to come.   
Policies cover how new homes can meet design standards that enhance the 
local character of the village and the surrounding countryside. Biodiversity 
and climate change policies will help improve the quality of homes and life 
for all.   
There is protection for the much loved and used green spaces in and 
around the village. Policies also cover health, community facilities, parking, 
broadband provision, infrastructure, as well as supporting local businesses.   
Parish Council Chairman, Andrew Harris-Rowley, said: “This plan was 
developed by, and delivered for, the people of Ash.  It is a hugely significant 
piece of work that will mean future planned development can meet local 
needs.  I am very thankful to everyone who has contributed to its creation 
over the last 5 years.”   
This is only the second neighbourhood plan in the district that has 
successfully passed a referendum. There was a 17.41% turnout, with 382 
voting yes and 65 voting no. 

Christine Haggart 

Editor’s Note: Dover District Council is due to formally adopt the plan at 
an extraordinary meeting on September 15th. 

http://www.dover.gov.uk/Recycling--Waste/Bins-Recycling
http://www.dover.gov.uk/Recycling--Waste/Bins-Recycling
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Calling All Walkers  
Becket’s Final Journey - Saturday 11th September 
 
Ash Heritage Group is marking the anniversary of Becket’s final journey 
from Sandwich to Canterbury, before he was murdered a month later, is 
on Saturday 11th September 2021. 
Becket returned from exile in France and landed in Sandwich on 1st 
December 1170. He then rode to Canterbury through the parishes of 
Sandwich, Woodnesborough, Ash, Staple, Wingham, Ickham, 
Littlebourne and finally St Martin & St Paul (Canterbury). Our objective in 
September is to walk his route as closely as possible but using 21st 
century public footpaths. The traverse of each parish will be led by 
members of that parish and a crozier will travel the whole distance by 
being transfered between walkers at each parish boundary, like an 
Olympic relay baton. Saturday 11th September is also “Ride and Stride” 
day when all the churches en route will be open for visiting and, hopefully, 
refreshments. 
At 9am Canon Mark Roberts will send the walkers off from the Fisher 
Gate beside the quay in Sandwich.  
The total walking time from Sandwich to Canterbury is expected to be 
around 8 hours aiming to arrive at the Cathedral in time for Choral 
Evensong at 5.30pm.  
A total distance of 16 miles. It is anticipated, however, that most 
participants will not walk the whole way but will opt to accompany the 
crozier along the route of their parish only.  
Seats have been reserved for Choral Evensong, which is expected to 
finish at 6.15pm. 
The Ash with Westmarsh “leg” of the relay starts at the Woodnesborough 
/ Ash parish boundary at the bottom of Coombe Lane at 11.10am and 
finishes at the Ash / Staple parish boundary at 12.15, including a 10 
minute stop at St Nicholas for refreshments. A total distance of just over 2 
miles. 
The crozier has been specifically made for this event by Ash resident 
Richard Palmer.  
The crook is carved from sustainable African hardwood and has a cross 
gilded in gold leaf. The pine staff is decorated with bands of cow horn. 
If you’d like to join this happy band of walkers either for the whole journey 
from Sandwich to Canterbury or just for the Ash with Westmarsh “leg”, 
please send an email to ashheritagegroup@gmail.com or call Robert 
Hudson on 01304 812762 for more details.  
  
 
 

mailto:ashheritagegroup@gmail.com
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The Ash Society 

As with so many other organisations it has been a long time since we 
were last able to meet (February 2020). However, circumstances 
permitting we intend to be back in action from October 21st (Peter Ewart, 
Smuggling in Kent) at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
Because of the difficult times we have recently experienced the 
Committee realise there may be some reluctance to start gathering 
together – on the other hand, perhaps you can’t wait! – but be assured we 
will do all we can to make you feel safe. There will be room for spaced-out 
chairs and if you feel happier wearing a mask that is absolutely fine. 
Please “give it a go”. 
Subscriptions paid in January 2020 have been carried forward so paid-up 
members have free entry. Non-members are very welcome at a charge of 
£2 per talk. 
We have some interesting speakers booked including return visits from 
Imogen Corrigan and Melanie Gibson-Barton, plus the History of Cheese 
(with tastings!). 
The Committee look forward to welcoming you in October to start the 
winter season. 

Nina Vallack 

New Ash Players   
Panto Update 
 
I'm sure many readers would have been disappointed to hear the New 
Ash Players couldn't perform the Tales of Ales this Summer. 
Unfortunately, there will be more disappointed adults and children in 
January as for the second time there will not be our usual panto.  
January 2021 was impossible to hold a panto with the pandemic 
lockdown and with the situation on going we can not see the solution to 
the problems through to 2022.  
So, it has been  decided we will postpone the panto until January 2023, 
with the hope we will be back to some kind of normality by then! 
At our recent Committee meeting it was suggested we might be able to 
perform something next Summer, if the Village Fete goes ahead on the 
Recreation Ground.  
Watch this space for news of your favourite thespians - the New Ash 
Players! 
WE WILL BE BACK, OH YES WE WILL!! 

Jacky Burnside, Hon Sec 

 



13 

 

9th Ash Scout Group  
Help make our community safer 
 
Many of the 9th Ash Scout Group regularly use a public footpath to get to 

their local school in Ash Village.  
10-year-old Joel Watson, one of the 
Scouts (pictured with Christine Woods) 
mentioned to Christine Woods, Group 
Leader, how unsafe and overgrown the 
path was looking. 
Immediately he wanted to make it safer 
for himself, his family and members of 
the public to use so he set his peers a 
challenge. 
The big ‘clear up’ took place on the 
evening of July 21st  with 20 members of 
the group participating, they managed to 
clear 25 bags of weeds and rubbish.  
Christine said: “‘I have been really 
impressed with this initiative and how 
hard they have all worked  
as a team, I am so proud of them. Well 

done.” 
If you are 
interested in joining 
9th Ash Scout 
Group and trying 
something new and 
exciting such as 
canoeing, archery 
and much more, 
please contact 

christineashscouts@gmail.com for more information. 
9th Ash Scout Group, based at Scout HQ in Molland Lea, Ash, welcomes 
girls as well as boys. 

 The Beaver Colony ages 6-8 

 The Cub Pack ages 8 – 10 ½ 

 The Scout Troop ages 10 ½ - 14 
Jemma Nimmo 

mailto:christineashscouts@gmail.com
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Ash and Westmarsh WI 
 
The membership has kept in touch throughout the pandemic and 
subsequent lock downs by phone and email plus meeting up outside, in 
either one another's gardens or the Recreation Ground; there's been 
many walks both long (for the fit and active) and short (for those less so) 
ably led by Val Smith and all ending in coffee and chat. 
In July the Committee put on a splendid Strawberry Tea in the sunshine 
at Westmarsh Village Hall - all the food was homemade by these ladies 
and did we enjoy it? Yes - very much so and one another's company! By 
the time you read this we will have held our annual August BBQ and 
Boules Match, again at Westmarsh.   
On Saturday 4th September the WI hosts the Community Coffee Morning 
at Ash Village Hall from 10am-12pm, so turn up for Annie's famous bacon 
rolls, "proper" coffee, a grand raffle and the World Renowned WI 
homemade cakes and supper savouries. The early bird gets the CAKE! 
Our first formal meeting since March 2020 will be at the Hall on Thursday 
9th September starting at 7.30.pm when Faye Peston returns with her 
popular, hands-on Paint Your Own Ceramic ie a mug, which should 
produce a few amazing works of art! Starting from October, the monthly 
meetings will still be held on 2nd Thursday in the month but during 
afternoon, from 2.30 - 4.30 pm. 
For the rest of the 2021 programme see the WI's notice board in the inner 
foyer at the hall or visit our website 
at www.thewiorg.uk/ashwithwestmarsh. For any phone enquiries please 
contact the Vice-President Sarah Stephenson on 01304813530.   

Jean Ryan 

Ash Village Hall  
 
We are now finally getting back to some semblance of ‘normal’ after most 
of the Coronavirus legal restrictions have been lifted. 
However, the Trustees (AVH management committee) have a legal 
responsibility to ensure the premises, access to it, and any equipment 
provided are safe for people using it, so far as is reasonably practicable. 
To that end we are asking all hirers to continue to comply with our Special 
Conditions of Hire to minimise any risk from infection. 
At the same time, all visitors to the hall are requested to wear a face 
covering, use the hand sanitiser provided, maintain social distancing, 
provide contact details for the NHS Test and Trace and to follow the 
guidance posted around the hall, eg. entry/exit signs. 
We are maintaining this cautious approach so that everyone can feel 
comfortable returning to the hall and that those who are clinically more 

http://7.30.pm/
http://www.thewiorg.uk/ashwithwestmarsh
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vulnerable or not yet fully vaccinated can attend to enjoy activities with 
minimal anxiety.  
We believe these conditions are appropriate at this time but, simply put, it 
is about respecting and being considerate to others and managing the 
risk to our community. 
 
Coffee mornings 
By the time you read this, the regular monthly coffee mornings will have 
re-started with the first one being held on Saturday 7th August, hosted by 
The League of Friends of Kent and Canterbury Hospital. 
The coffee mornings run from 10am until noon and are a chance to meet 
and chat to others whilst having a drink and a bacon sandwich or other 
delicious treats.  
There is usually a raffle and various stalls to browse as well as a 
representative from Hi- Kent hearing aid charity. The mornings are 
‘hosted’ by a local voluntary group or charity and are a useful way of 
raising funds and perhaps attracting new members. AVH subsidise 
the hire fee for the coffee mornings with the host group paying a reduced 
amount. 
We are pleased to announce that, following a successful application, the 
first 10 coffee mornings are being funded by Dover District Council 
Community Grant Scheme so the host groups will not have to pay the hire 
fee – enabling them to keep more of the proceeds from the event. 
In applying for the grant we felt this was a small but significant way to help 
as many local groups as possible after a period when their ability to 
fundraise has been very limited. 
In addition to The League of Friends the following groups are set to host 
the coffee mornings and to benefit from this grant:- 

September 4th Ash W.I. 
September 18th Ash Guides – NOTE that there are 2 coffee 
mornings in September! 
October 2nd Ash Heritage Group 
November 6th Toddler Group 
December 4th The Friends of St Nicholas Church 

Please attend if you can, show your support for all the volunteers in their 
various organisations, meet old friends and make some new ones! 
If you are a voluntary group or charity and are interested in hosting a 
Saturday coffee morning, please contact Jean Ryan on 01304 812148 for 
more information and to discuss dates. 

Hazel Howard 
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The League of Friends of the Kent and Canterbury 
Hospital, Ash Branch 
 
We raised £307.50 at our coffee morning at Ash Village Hall in August. 
We have a stall at the two community coffee mornings in September as 
well as still running our stall in Sandwich.  
We would like to thank everyone for their support at the coffee morning.  

Marion Martin 

Ash Library 
 
The library at Ash Village Hall reopened in August.  
Opening hours are: 

Mondays 11.30-1pm and 2pm-5pm 
Wednesdays 9.30am-2pm 
Saturdays 10am-2pm 

 
 
Ash Heritage Group 
A walk through the village 
 
Ash Heritage Group (AHG) were asked by the Parish Council to identify 
principal points of historical interest within the village for a new addition to 
walks in and around the Parish. 
Kathy Mills and Nina Vallack did all the research for the walk and on 
Saturday 24th July a group of AHG members were led by Graham Foat on 
a “dry run”. Along the way we stopped at various points and listened to 
some fascinating stories about village life both historical and within living 
memory.  
Did you know, for example, that a lady from the far reaches of the Parish 
used to remain in her trap in the muddy street outside Hardens the 
drapers (now No.37) whilst young shop assistants would obligingly rush in 
and out with a variety of underclothes for her selection !   
It was a revelation to learn about the number and variety of shops (and 
pubs) in the village not that long ago; amongst others, three butchers, two 
petrol stations, a coffin maker and milk delivered to your door from a cart 
drawn by a horse called Silver. 
The walks produced by the Parish Council will be available on the parish 
council website in the autumn. 

Robert Hudson  
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The Cartwright, Godfrey and Kelsey Charity 

University Book Grant 
 
The trustees of the above charity have funds available to enable them to 
offer a book grant to any young people who live in the parish of Ash, and 
who intend to start a full time university academic course beginning in the 
autumn of 2020. 

This also applies to those who may be starting a full time vocational training 
course. The amount of each grant will depend upon how many applications 
the trustees receive. 

The trustees invite applications for the coming academic year by 24th  
September 2021.  

Please write with your full name, address, telephone number, and a copy 
of the offer from your intended university/college, to The Clerk to the 
Trustees, The Cartwright Godfrey and Kelsey Charity, Little Ware Nursery, 
Ware, Ash, CT3 2NB. 

 
Ash Guides and Rangers 
 
In September, Ash Guides and Rangers start back to a new and exciting 
terms programme, which includes first aid, scientific investigation, 
exploration, games and opportunities to do some innovative cooking. 
Girl Guiding has been on a journey to transform what the girls do 
throughout the age groups and we have started on the new badges and 
activities that Guides and Rangers can now do. 
We meet on Tuesday (term time only) in Ash.  
Guides take girls aged 10-14 years and Rangers take years young 
women aged 14-18, who live in Ash or the surrounding villages. 
We currently have some spaces, therefore if your daughter would like to 
join, or you know someone who might like to, then please contact us on 
firstashnxtswichguides@outlook.com for Guides and 
1stashrangers@gmail.com for Rangers. 

 
Call for (More) Volunteers  
 
The Sandwich Bay Bird Observatory is appealing for volunteers to work 
with young people. Contact Becky for more information at 
assistantwarden@sbbot.org.uk or text Sharon on 07708 056762. 

 
 

mailto:assistantwarden@sbbot.org.uk
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Ash Community Garden 
 
During the past year society has become more closely acquainted with 
the subject of public health.  
Pat Coles’ article last month reminded us of the role of Florence 
Nightingale, an early public health professional, but what is it that makes 
us truly healthy?  
Are you thinking what I think you are?  What about the Community 
garden…? 
Despite the recent terrible weather, progress in the garden has been 
rewarding. Thank you to all those community gardeners we work 
alongside, the regular and not so regular. We have enjoyed some great 
company in the garden as we plan, dig, plant, weed, hoe, and latterly pick 
and eat, YAY!  
What is really good about gardening together is the conversation, which 
does not need planning, digging, planting or even weeding, but really 
feels good!  
I can hear a cry from some of you through the pages of this magazine, “I 
have a garden at home which needs my attention”. But gardening as a 
community has a feel-good factor all of its own. Come along and find out! 
We appreciate visitors who can advise and delegate, amuse and 
entertain, chat and drink tea and sit in the sun…. or in the tea rooms 
under cover. Do look in and see what’s happening on any Monday 
morning. 
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The garden now benefits from a fence separating our section from the 
pub seating area ensuring the dogs, being no respecters of tender young 
plants, are kept out. Thank you to William and Dorothea Longrigg for 
donating one of the gates. 
Other work completed includes: 

 Levelling off the lower area in front of the sleepers with bark 
chippings as a start towards improving accessibility. Thanks to Terry 
Banks for gifting bags of chippings. 

 The Hugel bed is decomposing nicely. We would appreciate your 
views on what to plant and what to do next 

 Gary Bradbury’s fabulous planting has led to splendid sunflowers. 
We have distributed bunches of them to those attending Meet Up 
Mondays. We are looking forward to pumpkin soup in the Autumn.   

Visitors and community gardeners were asked, what should we grow, 
flowers or vegetables? Flowers were the popular response. So we have 
started this year with a wildflower packet and some gifts of shrubs. 
Despite the weather we have been moderately successful. The planning 

cycle for 2022 is just starting, so if 
you would like to give the community 
gardeners some tips and suggestions 
or have a wish list do pop along. 
Maybe you can advise on the 
proposed ideas? 

 We are planning to build our very 
own ‘bug hotel’. We are aware there 
is some expertise on this within the 
village. Please feel free to advise us. 

 We are inspired to try to replicate 
the outstanding work of Vanessa 
Mallatrat and her band at the other 
end of the Street in front of the Jack 
Foat field. We are now looking for 
another neglected corner in an area 
in the wider village. So if you know 

somewhere that needs a bit of care, time and even magic do let us 
know. 

As always, you can follow us on Instagram Ash_community_garden 
and on Facebook at Ash Together  
Our thanks to the Dover Lotto for the funding to support our garden. 

 The Community Gardeners meet Mondays 9.30am -12pm or 
thereabouts. You will be assured of a warm welcome. 

Jane Greaves 
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Beating the Bounds 
 
A tradition that has been kept alive in Ash every five years by the parish 
council will take place on Saturday 9th October 2021.   
‘Beating the Bounds’ is a walk around the boundary of the parish.   
In the past this was done by ecclesiastical parishes to check the 
boundaries had not been moved. Although modern surveying techniques 
have made the traditional purpose obsolete, Beating the Bounds is 
continued as a way of giving the community a sense of place.   
In Ash, part of the tradition is to ‘bump’ the youngest participants on the 
boundary stone at Pluck’s Gutter. 
The boundary of Ash is about 19 miles long and several miles are formed 
by the River Stour. The 
complete walk takes 
about 10 hours. 
The walk will start at 
7am from the centre of 
the village and usually 
finishes by 5pm.  
 If you would like to 
join, you must register 
with the Clerk before 
the start of the walk.   
It is possible to travel 
the stretch from 
Pluck’s Gutter to 
Richborough Roman 
Fort by river boat and 
places are reserved on 
a first come basis.  If 
needed, a mini-bus 
also will be available.  
From Richborough 
Roman Fort  all 
participants complete 
the walk back to the 
village.   
The walk is not 
suitable for children under 12 years of age.   

To book or if you have any questions, please ring the Clerk on 01304 832 

909 or email on clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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Hills Court Nature Path  
 

This striking metallic green thick-legged flower beetle (Oedemera Nobilis) 
is numerous along the nature path from April to August.   
Only the males have the thick swollen legs.  The larvae live and are well 
hidden in the dry stems of many herbs found in this area where they can 
safely feed and grow before emerging to become adults.  
The beetles are pollinators of many open-structured flowers including cow 
parsley, ox-eye daisy and  bramble.   
They feed on the pollen of numerous flowers, including daisy, hawthorn 
flowers and the attractive white trumpet shaped flowers of the bind weed.  
Whilst gardeners find this flower a troublesome weed it makes a brilliant 
display along the path and attracts many pollinators. 
 

                                              Thick-legged flower beetle 

 
Wildflowers recorded this month include:- creeping thistle, ground ivy, 
hedge woundwort, hop trefoil, the violet-blue selfheal, white valerian and 
yarrow.   
Despite changeable and challenging weather conditions this year, 
wildflowers have been abundant attracting many insects, butterflies and 
bees which in turn have benefitted other creatures in the food chain, such 
as birds and bats.   
Stopping the early swathe cut has allowed nature to thrive and reproduce 
helping to protect and preserve the biodiversity which is found here. 

Pearl Thorne 

Share your news with the Parish Magazine. Either 
email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post hard copy 
at 69, The Street, Ash. 

mailto:rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com
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Garden Jottings for September 

As we move on into Autumn, it is good to give a thought to extending the 
season. Michaelmas Daisies, Helenium, Golden Rod, Sedums, Japanese 
Anemones are all good plants to brighten and improve the appearance of 
our borders. Chrysanthemums should also not be overlooked for Autumn 
splendour. Plants of Zinnia, Rudbeckia and Asters planted in early 
summer should also add to the display now and Dahlias should be their 
best. 

Early in the month, pots need to be “groomed” to maintain a bright 
display, so take off any fading blooms and brown or yellowing leaves. Add 
a little more compost to the top of the soil as it can be washed away with 
the amount of watering pots need even after rainfall, especially when full 
of leaves. Tightly planted Geraniums and Agapanthus particularly seem to 
fend off the rain. It is best policy to insert the hose or can spout right 
under the leaves to make sure the water is absorbed not running straight 
out. Going back over pots helps to really make sure all the moisture has 
been absorbed. Once a week try to add a feed as any fertiliser present in 
the compost will have been exhausted by now. 

When trimming lawn edges it is a good idea to go around with a bucket to 
collect the clippings and tidy the border and remove any weeds. Just 
turning over the soil and defining the gully at the lawn edge really gives it 
a fresh neat look. 

Get ready to buy Spring bulbs to plant later in the month. Nerines, which 
are grown best in full sun against a wall or fence, with their bulbs half out 
of the ground, could benefit with some water to encourage buds, which 
should be coming into growth soon. Plant on biennial seedlings that you 
have been growing and keep weeded and well watered. 

Cuttings of half-hardy perennials can be taken now. If you have limited 
space to over winter large plants it’s a good plan to put about 8 cuttings 
round the edge of a 4” pot. Choose nice sturdy non-flowering shoots, nip 
out the tip and take off the lower leaves. This should leave a stem about 
4” long with 3 sets of leaves. Use some sharp sand or grit in the soil and 
water in well.  In this way, by the Spring, you will have strong little plants 
to pot up for next Summer. 

I think that sometimes a lovely combination of plants just “happens”. One 
pot that is looking really good as I write in August is some deep coral pink 
Geraniums with blue Ageratum, one large Fuchsia with some pink and 
white Ivy-leaved trailing Geraniums hanging over the pot – something to 
remember. Another small unplanned area in a border has a many 
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flowered clump of orange Crocosmia or Montbretia (these benefit from 
splitting in late Autumn or better still in the Spring to avoid the sparsely 
flowered heap of leaves look!) with some tallish pale yellow small Daisies, 
behind them backed mauve Phlox and tall white “Dog Daisies”. This little 
group really lightened up an area that had seemed quite dull. When we 
see gardens in magazines or on television it is these cameos picked out 
that makes us think the whole garden must be a picture, one of the 
hardest things to achieve, especially all year round. Some people seem to 
be able to put endless thought and energy into making a really beautiful 
effect, not to mention the amount of money needed to achieve it. 
However, judiciously taking cuttings, saving and growing seeds and 
splitting plants can increase your stocks reasonably. Always pot up any 
surplus plants that you have as we move into dividing plants in the 
Autumn, taking new sections from the edge of a clump of perennials and 
discarding the old centre piece. In this way we can have plants to share 
and swap for different varieties. One of the nicest things to do in the 
evening when walking around dead-heading and tidying, is to remember 
from which holiday, garden visit or person that our plants originated from. 

I’m afraid, I’m not a very good vegetable gardener, but I try to have 
something useful most of the growing season. French Beans, of which I 
despaired as only 7 plants decided to grow from seed, actually have 
given quite a good crop to fill until our favourite Runner Beans came into 
their stride. My early Charlotte Potatoes were a success, but suddenly, 
disaster, my outdoor tomatoes were struck by blight. Shrivelled leaves, 
browning stems and brown to black patches on green fruited. I pulled 
them all up and burned every pieces on the bonfire. Fortunately, my 
remaining un-dug potatoes had no leaves left to catch the virus. I have 
now been advised by a friend that the very knowledgeable and excellent 
vegetable grower, Mr Gary Bradbury, tells us that new thinking about the 
growth of the disease means that any haulms and plants can safely ben 
composted or placed in green garden waste bags. As these spores also 
affect peppers, potatoes and tomatoes, I should like to know who they 
travel to my plants and where the disease comes from. 

Onions should have their top growth gently bent over to send any food 
from the leaves down into the bulb. After 1-2 weeks when they are dry 
they can be harvested. Do not water onions which are nearly ready to 
harvest or roots will start to regrow into the soil making them more difficult 
to remove from the soil which could damage the base of the onion.  

Buy and plant new strawberry plants if you haven’t grown on some from 
runners. It is advisable to renew plants every 3-4 years, watering new 
plants until established. 
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Sow cauliflower seeds or plant out earlier seedlings for early Summer 
use. Stake top-heavy Brussel Sprouts and kale against wind and rain 
damage. Watch for Cabbage White Caterpillar damage on all brassicas. 
Lift main crop potatoes on a dry sunny day. Store when dry in a cool frost-
free place. 

Order bore root roses, shrubs and fruit trees and by the end of the month 
bring in pot-grown citrus and olive trees or move to a very sheltered 
position and take in any house plants eg Azalea, Orchids or tender 
succulents that have been outside for the Summer. Pot up some herbs for 
use in the kitchen – mint, parsley and chives and all useful and will grow 
on a light window sill. 

Stop watering cacti and succulents now apart from Christmas Cacti, 
Cyclamen and Amaryllis you have been keeping dry during the Summer 
and which should be starting into growth. Give them a couple of inches 
new soil after removing some of the old soil from the pot. 

Remove and burn leaves with black spot from roses and from the soil 
underneath, remembering to spray early in Summer and again in July to 
hopefully keep this virus at bay. When buying new roses try to select 
those varieties with good resistance to this disfiguring disease to minimise 
the use of sprays in the garden. 

Now, a useful tip for people like me who are older and prone to wobbling 
and falling over, look after your shoes. You should pay attention and not 
slip on old worn-out shoes with no support or, worse still, Croc-style 
shoes or wellies. We need to look after our feet for greater agility, mobility 
and balance especially when working or walking outside. Walking 
barefoot where possible is especially beneficial for toning up the toes 
(and ankles)! 

Just a couple of tips to end with. Keep a notebook to jot down the names 
of new plants that you would like to obtain: also, planting combinations 
and colour schemes for next year. Remember to label any cuttings and 
plants you pot up, especially useful to take to Horticultural Society 
meetings, as they restart and hold plant sales again.  

Wishing you a good gardening month and a successful apple harvest 
later on. Looking forward to an Indian Summer with some light rain 
showers at night – we can but hope! But, as always, we count our 
blessings and good fortune in having lovely areas to promote therapeutic 
healing and fitness when either gardening or countryside walking.  

Christine Brown 
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The Wonderful World of Women 
Mrs Emily (Vera) Ferne (part two of three) 
 

The story so far... Jersey, 1942. Vera Ferne, her husband and young son 
Peter are being herded on to a ship by the occupying Germans to take 
them away from the island they love so much. Despite being Postmaster 
and Mistress of Jersey, Vera and Peter as being rounded up alongside 
other non-Jersey born residents to be sent to camps on the mainland. 
They have only what they can carry, a loaf of bread, an apple and a 
packet of cigarettes. They are just three of the 1,200 islanders who would 
be deported over the next three years. They are the lucky ones though 
as a further 300 would be sent to Concentration camps, and 20 would 
end up dying far from their island home... 
 
The ship carrying Ferne family left Jersey at midnight and anchored half a 
mile off the coast. The following morning the boat docked at St Malo 
where families were loaded on to trains for their journey to Germany. The 
trains were dirty, with no working toilets and no water. Even the guards 
had no idea where the train would take everyone. They received new 
instructions at each station they stopped at. The whole experience must 
have been nightmarish, especially for those with young children who must 
have been bewildered, thirsty and tired. 
 
“On the journey, which took 2-3 days, we were supplied with large jugs of 
what we called mint tea. It was supposed to have been brewed from 
blackberry leaves but I don’t think anyone knew what it was... I guess like 
us they were just pleased to have a drink of some sort.” 
 
The train eventually stopped in a town called Bibberach in the Black 
Forest. The deportees were then lined up in rows of four and forced to 
March to the barbed wire compound where they were to be held for for 
the next 6 weeks before the next lot of islanders arrived. Women and 
children were sent to one hut. Men and boys over 11 to another hut. They 
were warned any attempt at escape was punishable by death. This must 
have been terrifying for everyone. 
 
After 6 weeks in this bleak holding camp, they were all moved to Wurzach 
to an old castle, former monastery and most recently a prison for German 
dissidents 
 
“We arrived in November, a dark and miserable night. There were no 
lights in the place and it was in a filthy condition. We were evidently not 
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expected so soon as the German prisoners who had been housed there 
were only moved out that very morning.” 
 
After a dreadful, cold night with little sleep, the families assessed their 
new home and tried to make the best of it. Tables, thick with dirt and 
grease were scraped down with broken glass and everything had to be 
scrubbed with rags and cold water. Families had to share rooms and 
make do. Fleas infested everything and the primitive kitchen was in the 
castle basement. Food was limited, boiled vegetables and water for lunch 
and small, rotten baked potatoes for dinner. They also had one loaf of 
dark, heavy bread split between 5 people. Most of the children suffered 
from dysentery. 
 
People were allocated jobs, from cooking to toilet cleaning, barbers and 
cleaners. Harry was made the Post Office Master and thanks to the Red 
Cross they were able to send and receive postcards every month, heavily 
censored! Vera was in charge of bartering and exchanging the contents 
of the Red Cross Parcels between the different groups at the castle. This 
was difficult as there was such 
a shortage of supplies, 
especially clothing for the 
children. She sounds very 
diplomatic as she avoided any 
fighting between the often 
desperate mothers.  
 
The first Christmas away from 
Jersey must have been so 
hard, especially for the 
children, but miraculously they 
managed to throw a party with 
games and little treats saved 
from their Red Cross parcels. 
The Camp leader’s wife was 
an excellent pianist and also 
organised a pantomime of 
“Cinderella” for everyone to which even their “German Overlords” were 
invited. 
 
Camp life over the next three years was very constrictive and harsh. The 
castle was bitterly cold. But it seems that the inmates were determined to 
remain cheerful and positive, and by late 1944 word had reached them 
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(by a hidden wireless set that one of the camp owned) that the Allies were 
getting nearer and nearer Germany. The fact that the Germans were 
becoming much more tolerant and indulgent to those inside the camp was 
further proof they felt that Germany was now on the losing side! 
 
Around mid April 1944 it was discovered that there were French Troops 
nearby and the Germans allowed a delegation from the Camp to go and 
meet them. It was a fortunate move as the French had been unaware of 
the English prisoners at the castle and had been preparing to bomb it! 
On the 28th April 1945 the French tanks arrived at the castle and 
ploughed the the barbed wire stopping at the front door of the castle. 
 
“It was a dreadful day, a heavy drizzle was falling, and the sky looked 
black and foreboding , but no one seemed to mind the weather. Everyone 
rushed out to greet the tank crew. It was a sight I shall never forget. The 
women in their scanty ragged clothes, their hair long and unkempt, 
hanging around their shoulders, soaked in the rain. A pitiful sight indeed.” 
 
The French ordered the Germans to provide the camp inmates with more 
food and anything they needed. For the first time in three years they 
enjoyed bread and butter, as well as milk. They also enjoyed the freedom 
of being able to move about as they wished without being constantly 
watched over by the Germans. 
 
Amazingly, Vera felt sorry for the German guards as they were hauled off 
by the French. They were much older men, and sobbing as they left. She 
later heard that they were stripped of their uniforms and medals by the 
French and told to make their own way home. Vera was unbelievably 
forgiving towards these men despite what they put her and her fellow 
camp mates through. 
 
Mrs Ferne was also very kind about the German villagers who lived 
around the Castle. As they were waiting to be sent home, many of the 
camp mates explored the German countryside and found themselves 
shyly greeted by the locals. 
 
“It was very sad in a way, as we could sense they were a bit ashamed 
and upset. It wasn’t their fault , no doubt they felt very sorry for us while 
we were interned, but it was more than they dared to show any feelings 
for us, we must give them the benefit of the doubt.” 
 

Penny Bernard 



30 

 

Food Stories  
A Resident’s Tipple or, A Tale of Two Sisters 

It seems such a long time ago that Doris and her sister Edna were 

resident together in a care home on the front at Walmer.  They described 

themselves as a couple of ‘old Spins’.  But they had led such full and 

interesting lives and told numerous stories of their continental travels with 

their brother. I still picture them sitting on the veranda doing their 

Telegraph crosswords.  However, one evening I was invited into their 

rooms and Doris pulled out a bottle containing very dark, ruby liquid. We 

all had a ‘little tipple’ and it was the best medicine ever. Doris wrote the 

recipe on her napkin and I have it still.   Cheers! 

Mary Smith 
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Stories from the Archives (19) 
Ash and its Poor, 1601-1834 

Jeremy Corbyn said: “I’m wedded to the principle of universalism in 
benefits.” Not long before that, David Cameron claimed: “Some benefit 
claimants are making a lifestyle choice.” In the 1980s, Margaret Thatcher 
announced: “We are committed to a civilised society where the poor and 
sick are properly cared for – by the community, by their families, by 
voluntary organisations.” 

Two decades earlier, in 1966, Harold Wilson had created the Ministry of 
Social Security.  And, of course, in 1957 Harold Macmillan had famously 
told us that most of us had “never had it so good.”  Nearly ten years before 
that, with the launch of the welfare state that would follow us from the cradle 
to the grave, Nye Bevan had solemnly announced: “We have finally buried 
the Poor Law.” 

What was all this about?  Six prominent politicians (including four prime 
ministers) from the left and from the right, were referring the same topic.  
But we need to go back four further decades, to the great reforming Liberal 
government of 1906, for an explanation – back to the speech of a young 
political tyro strongly advocating social reform: 

We want to draw a line below which we will not allow people to live and 
labour, yet above which they may compete with all the strength of their 
manhood. We want to have free competition upwards; we decline to allow 
free competition downwards. We do not want to pull down the structures of 
science and civilisation, but to spread a safety net over the abyss. 

That was Winston Churchill’s famous “safety net”, an expression still used 
today when describing efforts to protect the vulnerable. That safety net has 
never been more widespread and sophisticated than it is today, yet it was 
not invented in 1966, 1948 or even in 1906.  The system Churchill strove to 
improve – the Victorian Poor Law - was 70 years old and had, in turn, 
replaced the previous Elizabethan Poor Law of 1601. Now that was a safety 
net! 

Does this mean that social security is not a modern idea, but that our 17th 
and 18th century ancestors could apply for and receive unemployment 
benefit, sickness pay, old age pensions, disability assistance, housing 
benefits, rent rebates, property repairs, children’s clothing allowances, 
apprenticeship start-ups, sheltered accommodation, funeral costs, 
assistance with tools for work, the cost of daily food and fuel, and regular 
benefits as well as cash handouts?   Yes, it does!  It was the law of the land 
and was administered at a very local level – at parish level. 
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And were all these arrangements available here in Ash?  Of course!  Just as 
in every other parish in the land, for over 230 years the annual parish 
meeting in the church vestry appointed an Overseer of the Poor (sometimes 
two) whose unpaid responsibilities were to collect a sum of money from 
each household (except for a few exemptions), the amount of which had 
been decided at the same meeting, and then spend those funds (the “poor 
rates”) throughout the year in alleviating the distress of those seeking 
assistance by way of “poor relief.”  Parishioners were assessed according to 
their ability to pay, with the better off paying more, and the amount of help 
provided to those who needed it was decided by the overseer, or by the 
Vestry in the case of large or regular payments. Whichever way one looks at 
the Elizabethan Poor Law, the many parallels with today’s social security 
system are uncanny.  

The overseers recorded every penny they collected and paid out. We can 
see from the many available volumes containing their assessments and 
disbursements in Ash (even the book begun in 1601 still survives) that this 
very populous parish kept its “volunteer” overseers extremely busy. 

The basic, never-ending bread-and-butter entries recorded countless 
payments of a shilling or two to parishioners in difficult times – sickness and 
unemployment being the usual causes.  Omitting here the actual sums in 
most cases, to save space, we see in the 1740s, for example: “Paid to 
Widow Collins when sick.” “To Thomas Solley when sick.” “To Goody (i.e. 
goodwife, Mrs) Solley when ill.” Each received a shilling.  “To Henry Reeley 
in relief.” “Nursing William Reeley’s wife in the smallpox.” “Gave Goodman 
(i.e. Mr) Revel when his children had the smallpox.” “To Goody Johncock 
when her child had the smallpox.”  Sadly, she died however. “Gave Isaac 
Mons in the wet weather.” These common, standard entries are repeated 
hundreds of times over the years. The law required the parish to prevent its 
parishioners from dying of starvation or exposure, or even from illness if 
possible, but the system was much more sophisticated than that, as we can 
see. 

From the cradle to the grave? “Paid Mr Hayward by his bill for attending 
Robert Stokes’ wife in her lying in.” Ante-natal and post-natal assistance 
produced hundreds of entries, although usually paying a local woman.  
“Paid Goody Solley for nursing William Webb’s child.”  “Paid for a pair of 
shoes for Widow Johnson’s boy.”  “Paid for clothes for Goody Hougham’s 
daughter.” “Paid for making a gown for the Swain girl.”  “Gave Widow Fox 
for buying her son a shirt.” “Paid Mr Fuller for keeping the Curling boy, £1 
10s 0d.”  These entries, too, are endless – and they kept Ash’s poorer 
children alive. 
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Cold?  Hunger?  “Paid for half a chauldron of coals for Widow Ledner.”  “A 
quarter chauldron of coals for Henry Hougham” (12s 10d and 6s 6d 
respectively).  “For half a load of wood for Sarah Laslett and John 
Goodban.” “Gave Widow Cook to buy coals.” Very common entries - winter 
fuel was paid for in consignment after consignment!  Money for bread or 
flour was also dispensed but these provisions are often concealed behind 
cash payments describing the recipient (or pauper) as “in want”, “in need” or 
“in distress.” 

Clothing?  Paid Mrs Little for making a gown.” “For shoes for Margaret 
Fletcher.”  “Paid for a pair of shoes for Widow Johnson and a shirt for the 
Fox boy.” “Paid Widow Solley for mending the Chandler girl’s stays.” “Paid 
Deverson for three pairs of stockings and a pair of shoes for the Cart boys.”  
“To William Godden for a pair of sheets.” Endless entries these, for 
centuries. 

A doctor or a “nurse” of sorts were often called in by the parish, although 
worldly-wise women were more often used. “To Mrs Cooper for curing Jane 
Bear’s leg, 3 guineas.”  “To Mr May for curing Mr Sutton and his boy of their 
ruptures, £1 11s 6d.”  “Paid Goody Lacy in part for curing William Lacy’s 
wife’s breast.”  “To Goody Fox for nursing Widow Eastland.” “Paid Thomas 
Bing for nursing, boarding and lodging a poor woman with smallpox, two 
weeks.” “To Goody Ralph for nursing widow Bedo.” “Paid Goody Peal for 
washing and mending for George Keble.” “Gave John Collins when he had 
the smallpox.” Thousands of these entries occur between 1601 and 1834, 
when the old Elizabethan Poor Law was finally overhauled. 

Maintenance benefits, pensions? “Paid nine weeks pay for Widow Jull.” 
“Gave Goody Read three weeks’ pay.” “Paid half a year’s rent for Widow 
Smith.” Very common entries! In most years a list of those elderly or infirm 
parishioners who were regularly paid a shilling or more a week was 
appended to the bottom of the annual accounts – and it was a long list! And 
so was the list of those whose rents were paid by the parish directly to their 
landlord. 

The variety of entries is much wider than the brief, routine examples shown 
above, but what better way of demonstrating the “cradle to the grave” nature 
of the Poor Law than showing the costs of the pauper’s funeral, which was 
the sad lot of a very large proportion of society. 

“For a coffin for Widow Jull, 9s 0d.”  “To Thomas Baker for beer at a burial.”  
“To Dr Hollinbury for laying [i.e. forth!] Goody Williams.”  “To Simon 
Pritchard for a shroud for Widow Eastland.” “Paid Thompson for beer and 
for Widow Eastland’s funeral.”  Sometimes this refers to the funeral bier 
used but at other times clearly describes the beer paid to the men 
employed, or for a wake. “To John Justice for nursing and burying Widow 
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Bax.” “Paid Goody Packer for an Affidavit and laying forth Widow 
Culverhouse’s child.” (The affidavit was required as proof that the deceased 
was buried in a shroud of English sheep’s wool and nothing else, as 
required by the Burial in Woollen Acts of 1667 and 1678).  “Gave Widow 
Dearling for laying Goody Johnson.”  “Paid Widow Knock for nursing and 
laying forth Goodman Port.” “Paid Stephen Solley towards burying Goody 
Sturges.” “Paid Goody Sladden for laying forth Luke Hawkes and for the 
affidavit.”  And on and on and on, for nursing and laying forth, for coffins, 
woollen shrouds, biers and beer!  

Omitted here are entries relating to roof repairs, the buying of cows or tools 
or the boarding out of orphan children to parishioners, all very common. And 
anyway, this assistance (“out relief” enabling the pauper to remain at home) 
was abolished in 1834 with the onset of the New Poor Law and the Union 
Workhouse system. All those above who were helped in their struggles 
would henceforth be consigned to the Eastry workhouse instead. Now that 
was grim!  

Young Churchill’s safety net and Bevan’s National Assistance Act, extended 
by Wilson’s Social Security Act, reversed much of the cruelty of the 1834 
Poor Law (Amendment) Act.  But compared with Tudor, Stuart, Georgian or 
Victorian Britain, one thing is very clear today  - we don’t know we’re born.  

The voluminous records of the overseers of Ash, along with the rest of 
the parish collection, are cared for by Canterbury Cathedral Archives 
(archives@canterbury-cathedral.org) and are available for research in 
their public reading room. The Ash Heritage Centre re-opens to the 
public on Saturday mornings in September and the Group’s 10th 
birthday celebrations on Saturday 25th September in the village hall are 
open to all. (ashheritagegroup@gmail.com). 

Peter Ewart 

September Reflections  

 
Tony and Caryl Clark share their reflections on their home; Collarmakers 
Hole, that featured on last month’s cover, and which has lent its name to the 
fairly new estate on the Sandwich end of the village. 
 
The name of the house is not intended as a derogatory term, rather it 
signifies the lowest point in the road where once a ford splashed merrily 
across the highway.  

Rumour has it that Richard I once traversed this highway, but doubtless it is 
a mythical fantasy as he was too busy fighting abroad in the crusades.  

mailto:archives@canterbury-cathedral.org
mailto:ashheritagegroup@gmail.com


35 

 

‘Collarmakers’ refers to the detail that this was once the forge for the village, 
witnessed by the hundreds of horseshoes discarded in the well. The 
‘Collarmaker’ could denote the Blacksmith and the collars for the horses or 
indeed the Lacemaker who would have been making numerous lace collars 
amongst all the other various intricate items being created in one of the two 
cottages.  

Dating the house is difficult but from the age of the roofing timbers one 
would place it at 300-400 years old. 

 I like the idea that this house was once the centre of the Saunders Estate, 
though it is more probable that it is the result of two labourers cottages 
joined together which was nevertheless awarded listed status.  

The house is credited with a ghost of a lady who appears where the gate of 
the house used to be to walk up one staircase and down the other. Given 
that the shipboard floors creak at night I can only surmise that the ghost was 
obese.  

We love the fact that nothing in the house is symmetrical, suggesting that 
the builders of the day were a little worst for wear! There is also the 
unnerving detail that the house has no real foundation, so when the estate 
was created next door we had to be vigilant to ensure that the house did not 
decide to float off in a different direction.  

A visitor to the house informed me that during the war numerous villagers 
took refuge in the cellar that ran under the entire dimension of the house. A 
passage has been bricked up and presently leads nowhere, prompting the 
children to implore that I investigate further. Doubtless the cellar was filled in 
at some point rather than it holds priceless treasures as the children wished 
to believe.  

I recall coming to the house and seeing it as a chocolate box traditional 
cottage. It was even more picturesque when it started to snow until I 
realised to my dismay that it was snowing inside the house because there 
was no felt under the roof tiles.  

Suffice it to say that these old buildings require significant maintenance and 
when you understand that a drill will not readily penetrate a two foot thick 
wall you will begin to comprehend that there will be problems to contend 
with.  

The sizeable garden complements the building perfectly and during the 
pandemic the garden has become a desirable feature providing peaceful 
refuge and wonderful home-grown vegetables almost reflecting a way of life 
that must have prevailed many years ago when the house was first built. 
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 Please support our local business by using their services 
as you are able. 

If you would like to advertise here, please contact: 

ashpm.ads@gmail.com 

mailto:ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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