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This magazine is produced by St. 
Nicholas Parish Church. We 

welcome items from individuals and 
village organisations. All items 
should come with a note of the 
contributor’s name. The editor 

reserves the right both to edit and 
not to publish anything she 

receives. Items on church matters 
do not represent the official position 

of the Church of England. 

 

Email copy for the next edition by 
Wednesday 15th May to 

 Rebecca Smith at 
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or 

post to Pat Coles at 116 The 
Street, Ash CT3 2AA. 

Products and services advertised 
have not been tested and are not 
endorsed by the Parish Church. 

Send advertising enquiries to 
agfoat@gmail.com  

Front cover illustration:  
Lily of the Valley by Pat Coles. 
 

Magazine Subscription  
 
Never miss an edition of your 
favourite parish magazine! 
To arrange to a subscription 
including magazine delivery to 
your door (within the parish) 
phone Rosemary Lines on 01304 
812524. 

 

mailto:rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com
mailto:agfoat@gmail.com
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What’s On  
 
THE 17th ANNUAL ART EXHIBITION AND SALE takes place in St 
Nicholas church, Ash, from May 4th-6th. For more details, see page 9. 
 
THE COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING on Saturday 4th May from 
10am-12pm is run by the Ash Hertage Group supporting Canterbury 
Cathedral. For more details, see page 15. 
 
A FAMILY BEETLE DRIVE takes place on Sunday 5th May from 2-5pm 
at Westmarsh Village Hall. Suitable for all ages. For further details call 
07740 185327 or email bookings@WestmarshVillageHall.org.uk  
 
ASH WI meet on Thursday 9th May at the Village Hall from 7.30pm when 
members will be discussing the two Resolutions to go forward to the 
National Annual Meeting in June. See page 13 for more news. 
 
ASH PARISH COUNCIL meet at 7.30pm on Monday 13th May, 7.30pm, 
The Library, Ash Village Hall, Queens Road. 
www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 
 
THE GUITAR CONSPIRACY, a group of seven classical guitarists, are in 
concert at St Nicholas Church, Ash, on Tuesday 14th May. Doors open 
7pm. Tickets are £10 including wine and nibbles. Proceeds go 
to Catching Lives, a charity supporting the homeless. Tickets on the door 
or from the Best One convenience store, Ash.  
 
ASH GOOD COMPANIONS meet at the Village Hall Library Room on 
Tuesdays 14th and 28st May from 2-4pm. 
 
THE NEW ASH PLAYERS present the 2019 Variety Show at Ash Village 
Hall on Saturday 18th May. For more details see page 18. 
 
THE CHURCHYARD BASH volunteers meet on Saturday 18th May from 
10am to mow, weed and sweep the parish graveyard. Why not join them? 
 
ASH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY welcome Caroline Halfpenny to the 
village hall on Thursday 30th May at 7.30pm to give a talk on  
Scent-sational Plants. There will also be a plant sale. For more details, 
see page 15. 

 

mailto:bookings@WestmarshVillageHall.org.uk
http://www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk/
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Useful Contacts 

Service  Organisation/Name   Contact 

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)   0800 111 999 
999   UK Power Networks (24hrs)  105 
   Water Leak Line (24hrs)   0800 820 999 
Community PCSO Kerry Skirrow or  

Michael Bolt      101 or email 
Kerry.skirrow@kent.pnn.police.uk   
Michael.bolt1@kent.pnn.police.uk 

   Non-urgent and other enquiries 101 
   Community Warden Team  07811 271 299 
   Neighbourhood Watch   Martin Porter - email 
   porter118@btinternet.com  

Crime Stoppers    0800 555111 
   Community Safety Dover   01304 872220 
   Consumer Direct    01845 4040506 
   Childline      0800 1111 

Kent County Council   08458 247247 
   Dover District Council   01304 821199 
   Craig Mackinlay  MP   01843 589266 
   Ash Parish Council Clerk   01304 832909 
   Citizens Advice (Dover area)  0844 8487978 
   Ash Village Hall Enquiries  01304 851967 

Environmental Health   01304 872215 
   Trading Standards    0845 4040506 

Ash Library     01304 812440 

Healthcare NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)  111 or www.nhs.uk  
   Out of Hours Doctor Service  0844 8001234 
   Ash Surgery     01304 812227 
   Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury 01227 766877 
       QEQM Margate  01843 225544 
       William Harvey  01233 633331 
   Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)   01304 812242 

Education  KCC Area Office    03000 414141 
   Cartwright and Kelsey School  01304 812539 
   St Faith’s School    01304 813409 
   Sandwich Technology School  01304 610000 
   Sir Roger Manwood School  01304 613286 

Transport  National Rail TrainTracker™  0871 2004950 
   Stagecoach East Kent Ltd  0845 6002299 

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~ 

mailto:porter118@btinternet.com
http://www.nhs.uk/
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The Parish Letter 
 
In the course of one day all of us say ‘goodbye’ a number of times. 
Consequently, there are numerous ways of saying ‘goodbye’.  One of the 
most popular in the United States is the invitation to ‘have a nice day’, to 
which an irritable Groucho Marx once responded: ‘I’ll choose what kind of 
a day to have, thank you’. However, saying goodbye in a perfunctory 
manner, such as this, is very different from saying goodbye to those 
whom we are close to because, in many circumstances, we don’t know 
how long it will be before we see them again. 
On the 30th of this month, many churches will celebrate Ascension Day - 
the end of Jesus’ long goodbye. Some of us may strive hard to imagine 
how painful it must have been for the disciples to have suffered the 
anguish of Easter Eve – after the death of Jesus but before his 
miraculous resurrection – yet it seems we hardly bother to imagine how 
they felt about Jesus leaving them physically for good at his ascension. 
Perhaps this is because our attention is focussed on the next celebration 
– the promised arrival of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  
Our Lord’s powerful physical presence and the immediate relationship he 
had with his disciples was dramatically restructured upon his ascension 
and therefore the loss of his ‘powerful physical presence’ must have hurt 
deeply.  
It also deprived them of the clinching evidence in the preaching of the 
Gospel of his resurrection from the dead. Exhibit A was suddenly swiped 
from the face of the earth. How did his friends feel about this?  
Words often feel inadequate at the point of separation, leaving people to 
mumble clumsy, yet soothing clichés, about the future.  
At Jesus’ leaving of this world, the disciples assembled a question about 
the future: ‘Is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 
they ask.  
It has the feel of one of those provocative questions sometimes thrown at 
the Prime Minister by journalists from across Downing Street as she gets 
in a car to speed away. And his response: ‘it is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set’ has the words: ‘No comment’ 
written all over it. 
They had in fact asked the wrong question of Jesus - how typical! Christ’s 
response was to limit their speculation to the simple requirement of 
waiting for God to act. They had been promised the Holy Spirit who, we 
now know, would impel them to go out and be witnesses of his 
resurrection. And so they returned to the upper room – their campaign 
headquarters – and waited. 
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It’s hardly surprising that with the quickening pace of life, folks are less 
patient that they once were. We can almost hear the disgruntled and 
impatient sighs from those behind us when we take a nanosecond longer 
in finding our cards at supermarket check-outs. And, woe betide us, if we 
haven’t got our vehicles in first gear all ready to go when traffic lights turn 
green.  
The environmental activist Jeremy Rifkin writes, We have quickened the 
pace of life only to become… less spontaneous, less joyful. We are better 
prepared to act on the future, but less able to enjoy the present and 
reflect on the past. The disciples learned to wait in anticipation and whilst 
waiting they prayed.  
By staying together in one place they deepened the intimate bond 
between them. When the Holy Spirit came, he moved easily over them, 
spilling from one to the other because they were close spiritually and 
physically. Perhaps we could term this ‘collateral blessing’: if we stay near 
enough to another person who is touched by the presence of God, we are 
often changed by the experience. The disciples couldn’t control the 
Spirit’s descent –but they had put themselves in the best position for it: 
together, in one place, waiting, joined by prayer, and full of wonder at the 
majesty of God. 
Their status couldn’t be more different to the impoverished prayer life of 
the modern world. Prayer today tends to be individual, functional and 
rushed – the product of an atomised society where everything must be 
done at speed. We have the concept of the arrow prayer, where in a flash 
we can send up a prayer to God. I think this is a wonderful gift to people 
under stress, but in reducing our prayer lives to only this form, it could be 
conceived that we are trying to twist the arm of God, reducing prayer to a 
quick agenda item and co-opting him to help us solve a problem. 
Thankfully, God takes even our compromised prayers seriously. We all 
make mistakes, but such is God’s grace that even under the constraints 
induced by modern life, prayer remains a fruitful activity and one which 
makes a genuine difference to human life. And yet the ascension points 
to a new perspective: The disciples obeyed Jesus by staying together - 
they remained patient - and they prayed and worshipped.  They didn’t 
have another motive, they simply worshipped him for the sake of it, 
because worship expresses the deepest instincts of created beings. If we 
were bold enough to attempt the same, I expect it would similarly turn life 
on its head. 
Rather than reverting to their previous day jobs, the disciple’s obeyed 
Jesus and were rewarded by a gift, that not only irrevocably changed their 
lives, but also the lives of many millions. 

Reverend David Moulden 
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Church Services 
 
Services at St Nicholas’ Church 
 
Sunday 5th May 8am Holy Communion, no 10.30 service due to 

art exhibition taking place. 
Sunday 12th May 8am, Holy Communion, 10.30am Holy 

Communion.  
Sunday 19th May 8am and 10.30am Holy Communion 
Sunday 26th May  8am and 10.30am Holy Communion 
 
Please note: Due to the renovation of the kitchen and toilet, refreshments 
will not be served after the 10.30am service. 
 
Services around the Benefice  
 
Sunday 5th May: All Saints Chillenden, 9am Holy Communion 
                            Elmstone Church 9.30am Holy Communion 
                            St. Mary's Nonington 10.30am Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 12th May: Holy Cross Goodnestone 9am Coral Communion 
                              St. Mildred's Preston 9.30am Family Service 
                              Baptist Chapel Nonington 9.30am Breakfast Church 
 
Sunday 19th May: All Saints Chillenden, 9am Holy Communion 
                              Elmstone Church 9.30am Holy Communion 
                              Baptist Chapel Nonington 10.30am All Age Worship 
 
Sunday 26th May:  Holy Cross Goodnestone 9am Holy Communion 
                               St. Mildred's Preston 9.30am Holy Communion 
                               Baptist Chapel Nonington 10.30am Holy Communion 
 
Please note: Some times of services may be liable to change. Please 
refer to the relevant church’s website for up-to-date information.  
 

Deal Foodbank  
 
We are still collecting items for the Foodbank in the ‘bin’, which is in its 
usual position inside the church, next to the kitchen.  
Thank you for your continued support.  

        Jenny Taylor 

 



8 

 

 Church Café and Kitchen and Toilet Renovation  

 
We are very pleased to announce that our long-anticipated renovations to 
the kitchen and toilet are about to take place.  
This remodelling work will enable us to have a full kitchen and new toilet 
with baby changing facilities.  
This major project is only possible because of the marvellous Friends of 
St Nicholas who organise fundraising events such as this month’s Art 
Exhibition and the shuffleboard evening.  
We are so grateful for everything they do to keep our Grade 1 listed 
church such a prominent and well-loved landmark in our village. 
Needless to say, the work will 
create a little disruption, so 
please note that the final 
Wednesday morning café will 
take place on 8th May and will 
reopen on Wednesday 26th June 
(the works will commence on 
Wednesday 15th May).  
During this period we will not be 
able to offer refreshments after 
the Sunday services and there 
will not be any toilet facilities. 
We look forward to updating you with how things are progressing in next 
month’s magazine. 

Bill & Jenny, Church Wardens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benefice Churchwardens, Reader and Retired Clergy 
 
Churchwardens: 
Elmstone and Preston: Mollie Metcalf: 01227 722206 & Alison Stone: 
01304 812511. 
Goodnestone: Sue Kittle: 01304 841826 & Roddy Baker: 01304 812054 
Chillenden: David Hampson Ghani: 01304 842804. 
Ash: Jenny Taylor: 01304 812190 & Bill Vennart: 01304 812628. 
Nonington: Paul Willett: 01304 840402. 
Retired Clergy:  
Nigel Hale 01304 813161 & Rev'd Andrew and Barbara Way: 01304 
812543. 
Reader:  
Anne Talbert: 01304 814249 
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The Friends of St Nicholas Church: Art Exhibition 
Update 
 
This year Alison Craddock has kindly agreed to open the exhibition and 
this brief ceremony will take place at 10am on Saturday 4th May. 
Members of the Friends of St Nicholas Church are invited to have a 
preview and a cup of coffee at 9.15am before the exhibition opens. 
The prize-giving ceremony for the Children’s Art Competition will take 
place at 4pm on Monday 6th May. 
Profits made will go towards extending the church kitchen; necessary now 
the church is host to an increasing number of catering events.  
So, come along and view the 500 or so exhibits, and perhaps be tempted 
to fill that bare wall in your house by buying a picture! 
 
For more information, see poster page 19. 
 

Medieval Mystery Cycle Plays 
 
Find out more about a new benefice project; a series of plays based on 
The Medieval Mystery Cycle of Plays at an introductory talk and short 
workshop on Saturday 12th May. 
The plays, telling the Christmas story, will be performed in churches 
around the benefice in the week before Christmas. 
Dramatic experience is not necessary, but seasoned performers are 
welcome, singers too, as well as children from top junior age upwards.  
We will also welcome anyone interested in backstage or costume etc to 
come to this meeting.  
There is something for everyone!  
 
The introductory meeting takes place in St Nicholas church, Ash, 
from 3.30pm- 5pm on Sunday 12th May.  

Pat Coles 

Jack Foat Trust 
 
The Trust have a 2-bedroom semi-detached bungalow to rent in a quiet 
area of the village. 
We would like to let this property to an older person or couple, who have 
strong connections to Ash ie lived or worked in the village for a long time. 
Applications should be made to Finn’s Sandwich, 1-3 King Street, 
Sandwich. Tel: 01304 614471. 

Ian Chandler 

tel:01304
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Onlooker 
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on 
Monday 1st April 2019. 
 
Two parishioners attended the meeting from the Ash Community Events 
Committee to thank the Parish Council for their support and to report on 
their progress towards their planned Summer Fete.  
Plans are proceeding well, they have received a healthy number of 
commitments from stall holders as well as additional funding.  
Advertising for the fete is planned for after Easter.  
The Parish Council agreed to transfer the remaining funds from the old 
Ash Jubilee Committee to Ash Community Events upon receipt of their 
constitution and bank details.  
Remembering how successful the Jubilee and Ash Bash events were in 
previous years I am sure the fete will be a great success and lead to 
further events in the coming years. 
DDC and KCC report noted there have been two very successful 
conferences held. One at the Discovery Park, Sandwich, was attended by 
800 12-13 year old school children and another, over two days, at 
Aylsham attracted a high number of children in their final year of primary 
school.  
Both conferences were on the subject of Keeping Yourself Safe and 
covered keeping yourself safe online, on social media, computer gaming, 
on mobile phones, texting and messaging as well as contributions from 
such organisations as the RNLI, and British Rail Police. 
A government grant has been allocated towards combatting knife crime. 
Thankfully, Dover District has a relatively low incidence of knife crime 
compared with other districts and so the money will be spent on education 
to help stop such incidents from occurring.  
Although such initiatives are normally aimed at the towns, a plea was sent 
“don’t forget the villages!” 
The newly acquired defibrillator and cabinet have been delivered to the 
electrician. It is anticipated that installation outside the village hall will be 
completed shortly. 
Having received the quotes from DDC it was agreed to order new, larger 
waste bins to be installed at Chilton Place, on the Recreation Ground, 
and at Pound Corner. 
A special coating has been applied to the bus shelters in the village to 
facilitate the easy removal of graffiti.  
This was found to be successful when graffiti was swiftly removed from 
the Pedding bus shelter. Photos of all such graffiti are routinely sent to the 
police so that when an offender is apprehended they can be prosecuted 
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for not just one offence and receive a telling off, but for all known offences 
and receive an appropriate punishment! 
It was agreed to proceed with the amended plans for the play area in the 
recreation ground, but, in view of the major expenditure incurred, to leave 
the actual ordering to the new council members after the elections on 
2nd May. It is hardly fair to present them with such a large expenditure 
over which they have had no say. 
Quotations have been received for resurfacing the area in front of the kick 
wall on the recreation ground. The current synthetic rubber surface has 
needed frequent repairs at some cost. The options were, other rubberised 
surfaces, artificial grass, and Tarmac. Whilst rubberised surfaces and 
artificial grass were kinder to children falling on them, they both would 
need costly and frequent repair. Tarmac is much harder wearing, needing 
hardly any repairs, was the cheapest option to install, but hurts when you 
fall on it. One councillor was heard to observe “I grazed my knees as a 
kid, and I don’t see why today’s youngsters shouldn’t  do the same!”. The 
council voted for the Tarmac option. 
Pie Music Factory reported high attendance figures of approximately 20 
youngsters attending the youth club each week during March. It was 
noted that attendance at Scouts and Brownies had fallen. It was hoped 
that the two were not related. 
Onlooker is written anonymously by a parish councillor following each 
month’s meeting. As you may have noticed by the variations in style, it is 
not the same councillor each month. After 12 years as a councillor I will 
not be standing for re-election and so this is my last contribution. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed writing my contributions to Onlooker and hope you 
have enjoyed reading them. Fear not though. Next month Onlooker will 
be with you and I wish all new councillors and Onlooker writers every 
success for the coming years. 

Onlooker (Richard Palmer) 

Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304 
832 909 or email clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk or visit the 
Parish Council website www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 
 

Call for new councillors – see page 12. 
 
Pie Factory Music Youth Club 

A free youth club for young people is held in Ash every Friday from 4pm-
6pm in the Ash Village Hall. Activities include photography, music, arts and 
crafts, cooking, drama, T-shirt design, computer coding, table tennis. 

tel:01304%20832%20909
tel:01304%20832%20909
mailto:clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
http://www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk/
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Ash With Westmarsh WI 
 
And now for the more serious stuff as they say... 
Many members all over the UK originally joined the WI because of its 
proud record of campaigning throughout its 105-year history; in fact some 
of us can really stir things up – as Tony Blair once found out!  
So, at the May monthly meeting there will no speaker, but a hopefully 
informed discussion on “A call against the decline in local bus services” – 
somewhat relevant to our neighbours in Staple and Woodnesborough, 
and “Don’t fear the smear” which is a very important matter, because 
cervical screening saves around 5000 lives a year, yet attendance is 
currently at its lowest in a decade. Apparently it’s the younger women 
who aren’t bothering to take up the offer of screening.  
We’ll then vote on whether or not we want to support these resolutions, 
and instruct our delegate to vote accordingly – she gets to jazz off for the 
day to Bournemouth with the rest of the East Kent contingent. After that 
we’re looking at some interesting old photographs and material from our 
archives – which are being got out especially from the Heritage Room, 
competing in a limerick competition, and doing a chocolate tasting 
together with something fizzy to wash it down. Yet another hard evening 
at the WI coalface...  
Ladies are always welcome to come along and see what we’re all about – 
for more information contact the President on 01304 812148. 

 Jean Ryan – President Ash WI 

 
 
On display at 
Ash-with-
Westmarsh WI’s 
Spring Craft & 
Cookery Show 
on April 13th 
were 34 multi-
coloured knitted 
teddies, each 
with its own little 
cotton sleeping 
bag, made by 
members for 
charity  
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Ash Horticultural Society 
 
The team from Ash Hort Soc consisting of Gary Bradbury, Angela Cox 
and Louise Dowle will be competing in the Gardeners' Quiz at the Kent 
Garden Show, at Detling on Saturday 25th May, hoping to win for the third 
year in a row. Supporters welcome! 
On Thursday 30th May at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Caroline 
Halfpenny will be returning to give us a talk on Scent-sational 
Plants. There will also be a Society Plant Sale. Please remember to bring 
any spare plants that you have, with a label and indicating the colour of 
any flowers.  
The competition will be for something from your kitchen garden (eg 
vegetables, bunch of herbs). 

Liz Rath 

Spring Show Success! See page 18 
 
 
League of Friends for Kent and Canterbury Hospital - 
Ash Branch 
 
We had a successful coffee morning on Saturday 6th April and raised 
£59.50. Thank you to everyone who supported us.  

Marion Martin  

 
Ash Heritage Group 
 
On Saturday May 4th the Heritage Group will be running the coffee 
morning in Ash Village Hall, we will be supporting a much-loved building 
with a great deal of heritage - religious, musical, art and pure history, 
something for everyone - Canterbury Cathedral.  
We will offer coffee, tea, cakes and bacon butties as usual also a raffle 
and a plant and general bric-a-brac stall. Please bring along anything you 
wish to donate to the stall or the raffle.  
There will be information on the cathedral, a heritage photo display and a 
mystery objects table.The heritage centre is open to visit. 
 The coffee morning runs from 10am to 12 noon. We shall be closing 
promptly as the Art Show opens on this morning.  
The committee hope to see you all drop in. 

Ann Foat 
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The Ash Society 

“I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles” – don’t we all imagine Millais’ painting of 
the boy with the bubbles used in a Pears soap advert? So that’s a bubble; 
a very beautiful, perfect sphere. 
Well, no. Not if you heard the talk given by Cyril Eisenberg at our March 
meeting. Bubbles were square, rectangular, had many sides and 
numerous angles, all dependant on the frame used to form them. By 
using a light source, Professor Eisenberg was also able to show us their 
construction, much enlarged, on the screen. 
His basic material was water and a well-known washing up liquid, but a 
much larger bubble was possible, as we saw, with the addition of 
glycerine. As he told us, bubbles have been produced for centuries, soap 
was with us long before modern detergents and which of us has not 
blown bubbles?  
Many of us freely admitted that we didn’t really understand the science 
behind it all, but, judging by the “Oos” and “Aahs”, we all enjoyed 
something completely different.    

Nina Vallack. 

 

Hello! Is it us you’re looking for? 
 
Now that we’ve grabbed your attention, we just want to let you know that 
Age Concern Sandwich is still here, in our centre in the town near the 
Guildhall. We are open Monday to Friday 9am till 4pm. 
So, why not pop in and see us – we would love to see you. You might like 
a cuppa, or something more substantial if you’re feeling hungry! 
We’re sure you’ll enjoy yourself, whether it’s having a meal or having your 
hair done, you will be amongst lots of friendly people and maybe make 
some new friends. There’s so much going on, including arts and crafts, 
games, quizzes and puzzles. And by the way, don’t worry if you can’t get 
here under your own steam, we can easily collect you and take you 
home.  
Maybe you’d prefer to stay at home (and live in Sandwich, 
Woodnesborough, Worth, Eastry, or Ash) – then why not let us bring you 
a lovely hot meal at lunchtime (weekdays). No problem at all! To find out 
more about any of the services please phone us on 01304 614237. 
We are also looking for new Volunteers. So, if you know someone who 
has some time to spare, ask if they would like to come along and give us 
a hand.  
Please contact Gill Ball agecorecruiter@btinternet.com or phone 07735 
556811 to find out more. 

mailto:agecorecruiter@btinternet.com
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Jolly Good Show! 

The Ash Horticultural Society Spring Show, held on 6th April, proved a 
great success with over 200 entries.  
Many staunch supporters were unable to 
enter at short notice, but nearly 40 
people did enter and the hall was full. 
Thank you to all who contributed, 
especially the 10 people who had not 
entered a show before. We look forward 
to seeing your entries to the Rose Show 
and to the Summer Show later in the 
year. The judges commented on the 
high standard of the entries in all 
categories, and were surprised that so 
many daffodils were entered despite the 
weather conditions. The Open Classes 
for photographs and cookery proved 
popular. Special mention must go to the 
Ash League of Friends of Canterbury 
and Kent Hospital for Doctor Straw, their winning Scarecrow entry. 
 
Results  

 Gerry Edwards Foundation Cup for best photograph:  Nina Vallack  

 Cookery Prize: Nina Vallack  

 George Boylett Cup for the Best Entry in the Daffodil Classes: Helen 
Bradshaw  

 Jutson Cup for Best Flower Arrangement: Christine Brown 

 Cornelius Challenge Cup for the most points in the Horticultural 
Classes: Christine Brown (30 points), 2nd Val McCulloch (29 
points)  
 

Children’s classes  
 
Under 16: Overall winner Madelaine Gator, 2nd Jude Gator, 3rd equal 
Felix Simms and Freya Gator, 4th Oliver Simms    
Under 8s: winner Connor Andrews-Dobson   
Under 5s: winner Evan Gator.  
The Sylvia Profitt Cup for the best effort in the Children’s Classes was 
awarded to Felix Simms for a wonderful picture of a goldcrest, with 
special mention to Oliver Simms for his silhouette of a blackcap.  
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Goodnestone Music  
 
Saturday May 4th 7.30pm  
Treasures of the Renaissance-Caritas Chamber Choir-directed by 
Benedict Preece 
An exciting concert featuring music by Palestrina, Philips, Allegri and 
Josquin. Including some new editions of rarely performed works. This 
music will sound amazing in the incredible acoustic of Goodnestone 
church. Retiring collection.  
Sunday June 2nd 3pm  
Turbulent Priest - Rites of Spring - Cloister to Coast, from Prayer to 
the Pub 
We are delighted that Ben Bevan - international opera singer -has 
agreed to come to Goodnestone as part of Turbulent Priest, a newly 
formed ensemble of professional musicians (Matthew Vine, Paul Young 
and Ben Bevan) who are based in Kent. Exploring music from the 
ancient to the contemporary, sacred and secular, combined with the 
spoken word they seek to entertain in an informal and enjoyable way. 
Joined for this concert by the renowned conductor and pianist Steven 
Higgins (Maestro at the Opera on BBC2 as mentor to Josie Lawrence.)  
This should be wonderful concert. Tickets £10  
Goodnestone Festival  
We are holding a small festival at Goodnestone from August 22nd-26th. 
The following concerts have now been confirmed, further details will be 
published soon.  

 Thursday 22nd August: 7.30pm: Organ Recital - Neil Wright.                       
Tickets £10. 

 Friday 23rd August: 7.30pm: Caritas Chamber Choir. Retiring 
Collection.  

 Saturday 24th August: 3pm: Anthony Halstead (piano), Christian 
Halstead (violin).Tickets £10.  

 Sunday 25th August: 7.30pm: Stephen Barlow (piano), Patrick 
Williams (flute). Tickets £10. 

 Monday 26th August: 7.30pm: Organ Recital - Benedict Preece. 
Retiring Collection.                    

We are seeking sponsors for the festival, if anyone is interested in 
sponsoring a concert or advertising in the festival programme then please 
contact Denyer Kittle, denyer@doctors.org.uk. 
Further details of concerts and events at Goodnestone can be found at 
www.goodnestonemusic.com  
 
 

mailto:denyer@doctors.org.uk
http://www.goodnestonemusic.com/
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The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Churches 
  

HAPPY HOUR, ELMSTONE CHURCH 
The first event in April was a great success. These will be held on the first 
Friday of the month throughout the summer with the next one being 
on Friday 3rd May, 6.30 - 7.30pm. 
Everyone is welcome. 
 
ELMSTONE CHURCH OPEN AFTERNOON 
This will be on Sunday 19th May, 2.30 - 4.30pm. 
Teas with homemade scones and cakes. 
 
We hope you will be able to join us at some of our events. 
 

Sandwich Local History Society 
 
Our monthly lecture is on Thursday 9th May at 7.30pm in the Guildhall Grand 
Jury Room.  
Lt. Col. Dick Bolton talks on Our Ports of Stranded Pride: the Cinque Ports 
of Kent and Sussex.  
All welcome; non-members £1 at the door. 
www.sandwichlocalhistorysociety.org.uk 
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What’s in a Name? 

  

Buildings old and new in our village bear the name of Molland. Molland 
House, now a B&B, was the manor house of one of the medieval manors 
(or estates) of Ash.  

The medieval house was remodelled in the 16th century and again in the 
17th century.  

The first reference to the place-name Molland is found in 1262; the name 
is thought to derive from a word for land for which rent is due. 

In the Middle Ages, the manor was owned by a family also called Molland. 

Many families took their names from their estates in medieval times. The 
manor later passed to the Septvans family. 

This family name came from the French words for seven winnowing fans, 
and indeed the family's coat of arms featured three winnowing fans. 
Seven proved too many! 

Within St Nicholas Church are a number of memorials to the Septvans 
family, including a fine alabaster monument, which is in the part of the 
church known as the Molland Chapel.  

Molland Lane leads B&B guests to Molland House - and in the housing 
between it and Chequer Lane are Molland Close and Molland Lea.  

Cressida Williams 
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Animal Matters With Bourne Vets 
 
According to a new survey, 26% of households together own 9 million 
dogs. If their life expectancy is an average of 11 years and the population 
is approximately stable, that means that over 800,000 puppies enter the 
population annually. Roughly 250,000 come from Kennel Club registered 
dogs. The most popular breed is the French Bulldog whose popularity has 
increased exponentially by 2964% over the past decade, to surpass even 
the Labrador Retriever which has topped the table for decades.  
The remaining half a million or so puppies come from a variety of sources. 
A relatively small number come from licensed pet shops and new licence 
requirements that came into effect in October will be a significant 
disincentive to selling puppies under a pet-vending licence. The other 
major source is almost certainly the internet. The anonymity of the 
internet allows a variety of illegal dog breeding activities, primarily puppy 
farming and the illegal commercial import of puppies via the Pet Travel 
Scheme (PETS). The trade is driven by the demand for puppies, the ease 
with which the point-of-sale and vendor can be obfuscated, poor detection 
and enforcement, and the derisory penalties following conviction. There is 
good evidence that organised crime is involved, because the profitability 
is high and the likelihood of a prison sentence is very low compared to 
smuggling drugs, weapons or people.  
The new English Animal Activities Licence (AAL) reduces the number of 
litters requiring a licence from 5 or more to 3 or more litters per year, 
which will increase the number of licensed breeders. Hopefully this will 
help to encourage high-quality responsible breeders to produce more 
high-welfare puppies, however puppy farmers will still be able to lie about 
the number of litters they are producing. The reality is that hundreds of 
thousands of poorly bred, low welfare puppies are offered for sale each 
year. If you are thinking of getting a new puppy please think carefully 
about where to buy from. It is really important to be able to see the pup 
with its mother and siblings in the environment that it has been brought up 
in. Bourne Vets can offer you free pre-purchase advice with our qualified 
veterinary nurses to help you know what to look for when buying a new 
puppy. Please buy responsibly when looking for your new family pet so 
we can try and eradicate the hideous trade of puppy farms. 
We are holding our annual Open Day on Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 
from 12-6pm. This is a chance to meet staff, learn about what we do and 
get look behind the scenes. We’ll be doing our popular Junior Vet 
Challenge and will have lots of unusual animals to meet. It’s a great day 
out and FREE. 
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May Reflections 

 
 
Flowering trees. 
As in the 
illustration left. 
Hawthorn: Also 
known as a May 
Tree.  
A native species 
that can grow to 
about 8 metres. 
Often used as 
hedging, 
especially for 
animal pasture 
as the thorns 
provide a 
natural barrier 

provided the shrubs are trimmed to keep the growth thick.  
For many the blossom really shows the end of winter and prepares the 
way for summer.  
Some traditions say that the Good Friday Crown of Thorns was made 
from Hawthorn or Whitethorn.  
It is considered unlucky to cut one down, the blossom is also a flower to 
represent love with its potent scent. 
Lilac: Syringa Vulgaris. This is an introduced shrubby tree, much used in 
public parks as well as gardens, the paler version can be seen to have 
naturalised in the countryside, but garden varieties can now be bought in 
many beautiful shades of lilac and mauve and white.  
My Grandmother got very cross with me for bringing some into the house, 
she thought it was a very unlucky thing to do. Perhaps because mauve 
was often used for mourning gowns in Victorian and Edwardian times.  
A shame as the scent is beautiful, but the flowers do drop and make a bit 
of a mess!  
Another type of Syringa is also known as Orange Blossom, again a 
beautiful carrying scent with masses of “blousey” white flowers, but it 
doesn’t tend to keep well indoors. This shrub flowers a little later than 
Lilac. 
Elder: This is a native shrub or small tree, up to 7m. Traditionally held in 
great awe; to burn Elder wood indoors would allow bad spirits in! If you 
should cut one down tradition says you should bury a few coins to placate 
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the Elder mother. The trees were sometimes referred to as Witch Wood 
and treated with great respect.  
There are a great many superstitions that can be found in the Oxford 
Dictionary of Superstition eg Farmers won’t drive cattle with an elder stick 
or a cut from elder wood could be fatal!  
However, if you carry an elder twig on your pocket when riding you won’t 
get saddle sore, even odder; it was thought that beating shingle spots 
with elder twigs would cure you.   
There is a Scandinavian tradition of a dryad, Hylde-Moer, who lived in the 
elder tree, so if you unwisely made furniture from the branches, she would 
be angry and haunt the house!  
It was suggested that if you did need to cut elder down you should ask 
permission using the following rhyme; ‘Old woman, Old woman, give 
some of your wood. When I am dead, I’ll give you some of mine.’   
On a much lighter note, Elderflower makes lovely cordial and fizzy wine 
and the berries are good in jellies and jams.  
Just enjoy the blossoms that adorn so many of our trees this month and 
their scent, looking out for the bees and butterflies that also enjoy the 
nectar they provide.   
This year’s Almanc has Lily of the Valley as the flower of the month, one 
of my personal favourites, their scent is just wonderful, though popular as 
a commercial scent, nothing quite matches up to their own fresh smell.  
A Germen folk tale says that they first grew from Mary’s tears at the foot 
of the Cross. This has given rise to a number of country names for these 
flowers; Our Lady’s Tears; Mary’s Tears; May Bells, May Lily, and as its 
Latin name explains, Convallaria Majalis: May Lily of the Valley. It is still 
popular in bridal bouquets and was much favoured in Victorian posies or 
Tussie-Mussies. It represented chastity, humility, purity but also 
happiness. In the Victorian language of flowers, a bunch of the flowers 
could mean “You’ve made my life complete” or “A return to happiness”. 
Although so beautiful in looks and scent, this woodland flower is 
poisonous, it likes cool damp conditions and can be found throughout the 
temperate northern hemisphere. It is becoming rarer in the wild in 
England and Wales, very rare in Scotland and is not found in the wild in 
Ireland. In France it is known as Muguet and has inspired perfumiers for 
centuries. May Day was traditionally the time to give a bunch to someone 
you love. (Hopefully!)   
Information gleaned from The Brief Life of Flowers, The Almanac and 
Wild Flowers of Britain, by Roger Phillips, whose lovely photograph of 
flowers and trees throughout the season, have helped with the 
illustrations. 

Pat Coles 
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Guide Dogs Appeal 

We are looking to recruit volunteers to help support our My Guide service. 

My Guide is a free service that helps people with a vision impairment get 
out of their homes and into the community with a volunteer as their 
sighted guide. 

My Guide fully trains you as a volunteer, to provide confident sighted 
guide assistance, on a regular basis, to people living with sight loss, to 
help them achieve their goals, such as: 

       Accessing services in your community 

       Gaining confidence on public transport 

       Engaging with your local community 

What will I get out of it? 

       Make a life-changing difference to someone in need  

       An opportunity to build experience and knowledge of sight loss 
and develop your existing skills  

       Help a charity do more while becoming a valued and integral part 
of the Guide Dogs team meeting with other Guide Dogs’ volunteers. 

If you can spare a couple of hours a week and would like to know more 
information contact the Guide Dogs team at Maidstone on 01189 
838711 or emailsimon.cope@guidedogs.org.uk 
 

 

mailto:simon.cope@guidedogs.org.uk
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