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Useful Contacts
Service

Organisation/Name

Contact

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)
0800 111 999
999
UK Power Networks (24hrs)
105
Water Leak Line (24hrs)
0800 820 999
Community
PCSO Richard Bradley
101 or email
Richard.Bradley@Kent.Police.uk
Non-urgent and other enquiries
101
Community Warden Team
07811 271 299
Neighbourhood Watch
Martin Porter - email
porter118@btinternet.com
Crime Stoppers
0800 555111
Community Safety Dover
01304 872220
Consumer Direct
01845 4040506
Childline
0800 1111
Kent County Council
08458 247247
Dover District Council
01304 821199
Craig Mackinlay MP
01843 589266
Ash Parish Council Clerk
01304 832909
Citizens Advice (Dover area)
0844 8487978
Ash Village Hall Enquiries
01304 369314
Environmental Health
01304 872215
Trading Standards
0845 4040506
Ash Library
01304 812440
Healthcare

NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)
Out of Hours Doctor Service
Ash Surgery
Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury
QEQM Margate
William Harvey
Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)

111 or www.nhs.uk
0844 8001234
01304 812227
01227 766877
01843 225544
01233 633331
01304 812242

Education

KCC Area Office
Cartwright and Kelsey School
St Faith’s Prep School
Sandwich Technology School
Sir Roger Manwood School

03000 414141
01304 812539
01304 813409
01304 610000
01304 613286

Transport

National Rail TrainTracker™
Stagecoach East Kent Ltd

0871 2004950
0845 6002299

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~
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Church Notices
Resumption of Church Services
As you are aware church services are now permitted to take place. After
agreement from the Benefice PCC’s and risk assessments being
completed I am delighted to say services are to resume. To comply with
the most up-to-date regulations that have been provided by the Church of
England, services will seem very different but the details are as follows:
Every 2nd and 4th Sunday at 9am we will be holding a Said Communion
Service at St Nicholas’ Church for the congregations of Ash, Preston and
Elmstone and every 1st and 3rd Sunday there will be a service at 9am at
Holy Cross Goodnestone for the congregations of Goodnestone,
Chillenden and Nonington. We can only use our two larger Benefice
churches as with social distancing in place the other churches are too
small to accommodate the congregation.
At St Nicholas the following procedures will be in place, with similar
arrangements at Holy Cross.









On arrival via the porch entrance the congregation will be invited to
sanitise their hands and to comply with ‘Track and Trace’ we will be
taking names and contact details. These will be held for 21 days and
then shredded.
The congregation will be invited to sit in alternate pews - in family
groups only. Service booklets will already be in place.
Communion will be in one kind only (bread) and the congregation
will be asked to sanitise their hands before and after receiving
communion.
Please note at this time we are not able to sing, take round the
offertory, share the Peace or offer refreshments after the service
After the service the congregation will be guided a pew at a time to
leave via the West Door.
Whilst the wearing of facemasks is not mandatory, the congregation
are of course, welcome to wear one if they wish (please note this
advice could change as it will be mandatory in shops to wear a mask
from 25th July).

Please note that we have to leave 72 hours between each time the
church is used as we are unable to deep clean our church. Therefore
Sunday 19th July (3pm to 5pm) will be the last time St Nicholas will be
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open on a Sunday afternoon for private prayer but we will still be open on
a Thursday from 10am to midday (except on Thursday 13th August as we
have a wedding on Saturday the 15th!)
I appreciate this may all seem a lot to take in, but rest assured there will
be members of the leadership team to guide you through.
Jenny Taylor, churchwarden

Churches Reopening for Private Prayer
Some churches within the Benefice are now open for limited times, for
private prayer and contemplation.
There will be signs and ropes to guide you to areas where you may sit.
Please observe social distancing rules with anyone else in the church not
from your household and respect other people's privacy.
All visitors must sanitise their hands before and when leaving the church
and to limit any surfaces they touch.
Some of the churches may be staffed during the opening hours.
The churches welcome anyone who wants to come but please do not visit
if you are experiencing Covid-19 symptoms.
Holy Cross, Goodnestone:
8am to 10am every Sunday.
St Mary’s Nonington:
2pm to 5pm every Sunday.
All Saints, Chillenden:
10am to 6pm every Sunday and Wednesday.
Elmstone Church:
12 noon to 3pm on Sundays 5th July, 19th July and 2nd August.
Provisionally 16th August.
St Mildred’s, Preston:
12 noon to 3pm on Sunďays 12th July and 9th August. Provisionally 23rd
August. (There is no parking currently available at St Mildred’s).
St Nicholas, Ash:
Thursday 10am to 12pm.
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Worship Online - Live Sunday Services for The Canonry Benefice
Rev’d David warmly invites you to join him and take part in live online
church services – with readings, prayers and music – on Sundays at the
later time of 11am to enable Rev David to get from church to computer
the live streamed service.
The service will be live-streamed on You Tube and Facebook:
You Tube – please subscribe! www.youtube.com/thecanonrybenefice
Facebook: www.facebook.com/thecanonrybenefice/
Please like our Facebook page to get news and updates from The
Canonry Benefice!
The links to the services are provided at www.canonrybenefice.org.uk
Links for news and updates
The usual weekly news sheet that was available at church services can
be found online at www.canonrybenefice.org.uk and
www.st8nicholas.org.uk
Rev’d David’s previously pre-recorded video messages can be found on
You Tube at www.youtube.com/channel/UC0EK2MZxk8asQLdKefnWX8w
Supporting the vulnerable
Rev’d David has asked for assistance in identifying vulnerable people that
may need help at this time. He is working with Ash Parish Council to
share information and is a point of contact for anyone who needs, or who
knows of someone who needs, help. Please call him on 01304 812296.
Maintaining the Grounds at St Nicholas
As lockdown eases, it has been possible to restart maintaining the
grounds at St Nicholas.
The PCC has put in place the following safeguards.
 All volunteers must garden alone or with a member of their
household
 Please ensure that the 2 metre social distancing rule is observed
from those outside your household
 Please ensure that communal gardening equipment is wiped down
after use and gloves are worn.
Thank you so much for all your hard work it is much appreciated.
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The ‘Mystery’ Plays, Part 2
After the wonderful audiences and encouraging comments we received
last year when we presented parts of the Nativity Cycle and The
Shepard’s Play, having also recently spoken to David (Vicar) as well; I
would really like to try and start preparing the second set of plays from
The Arrival of the Kings. Although we do not know what the winter will
bring, hopefully not the second spike, it seems a shame not to be
optimistic and plan for a Christmas play. This section of the Nativity Cycle
is the Epiphany story, so it would be performed just after Christmas on the
Sunday closest to 12th night.
There is a darker element in this group of plays as King Herod is played
almost as a panto ‘baddy’, tricking the Kings and then ordering the
‘slaughter of the innocents’ in revenge for them not returning to his
palace. This section includes the well-known Coventry Carol sung by the
women, it was written as part of the Coventry cycle, much of which has
been preserved. If necessary, we can say rather than sing it! I feel too
that this part of the story where Mary and Joseph flee with the baby to
Egypt, is appropriate for us too; In some way they were in ‘lockdown’
separated from friends and family until the angel tells them it is safe to
return, but find their country grieving the loss of the young children.
However, it finishes on a positive note, looking ahead to Jesus growing
up and preparing for his ministry on earth.
If you would be interested in finding out more and reading through the
plays - when I’ve finished typing them out! Whether you were involved last
year or not, please e-mail me at the address below and we can work it out
from there. The beauty of these short scenes is that they can be
rehearsed with only 2-4 actors at a time making social distancing
possible, or as a Zoom meeting. I should have the scripts ready to email
out by mid-August and look forward to hearing from all those interested, if
I don’t know you, before casting, a Face-time type call or an open air
meeting would be useful. A list of the characters needed is as follows:
Mary, Joseph, an Angel (male or female), the Three Kings (male please.
They represent the world, so people of different races would be
wonderful, singing not necessary but would be great), Herod (male, a
great part for playing OTT!), a messenger (m or f any age from teenage),
2-3 Knights (preferably males but willing to be open to others!), a chorus
of women, some speaking, some willing to sing! (4-6 or more, mixed
ages, can be added in later in the autumn) So, if you are up for a fun
challenge please get in touch. Let’s hope we can still enjoy working on
this, at a distance to start with, but looking ahead to a positive start to
2021. patricia_coles@hotmail.co.uk
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The Parish Letter
Back in the early 18th century, the author, Jonathan Swift, wrote about
issues which I’m sure were pertinent 300 years ago, but perhaps even
more apposite today. He wrote: If a lie be believed only for an hour, it
hath done its work. Not even Swift, with his fertile imagination, could have
imagined how quickly a lie leaks across the world at the start of the 21st
century.
The spread of falsehoods in 2020 has been described as an ‘infodemic’,
feeding off the coronavirus pandemic, confusing and demoralising people.
We’re not just fighting an epidemic; we’re fighting an infodemic, said
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the World Health
Organization (WHO) at a gathering of foreign policy and security experts
in Munich, Germany, in mid- February. Fake news, undoubtedly, spreads
far faster and more easily than Covid 19. Conspiracy theories, already
lurking in a networked world, have mainstreamed. Viruses have this
effect. Fatuous claims about the 5G network have been followed by a
blame game over the origin and spread of the virus.
This is in one sense understandable: When we can’t see our enemy and
it does its work quietly and invisibly, we try to draw the dots between
events. Some do this rationally, a few maliciously. Sadly, it allows the
vindictive to stigmatise those they hate and, in this way, minorities are
threatened. The virus unravels social cohesion as effectively as physical
health.
At the heart of the infodemic is the assault upon science, which calls for
wisdom, insight and understanding. Scientists, particularly those with a
handle on philosophy, have always been careful with their truth claims.
Hypotheses need to be tested and re-tested, examined by peers, held up
to endless, critical scrutiny. This process has taken place away from the
public eye until today. Now that science has mingled with politics, some
have gleefully undermined the scientific endeavour as slippery and selfserving. This is a vulnerable moment in the quest for truth.
Many of us may wash our hands and think we have no part to play in this
process. However, we each have a role to play – the first of which is not
to be a source of misinformation. All those online have a public voice and
much has been made of the citizen journalist. A serious journalist checks
and re-checks her story and sources to make sure of the truth. In
contrast, many of us simply forward news without any thought, especially
8

if we love, or hate, what it says, or it makes us look cool. When we are
fearful this tendency becomes easier.
A briefing for the European Parliament in April described Russia and
China as the source of parallel campaigns to suggest that ‘European
citizens cannot trust their health systems, whereas their authoritarian
systems can save the world’. Behind some of the misinformation lie
disinformation regimes; these are designed to confuse, demoralise and
undermine others. It would probably alarm us to know how often we have
been subject to these without realising.
The second response is to be made further down the line. We hope, and
pray, that there will be a vaccine for this awful virus. To ensure it is
contained, huge numbers of people will need to be vaccinated. But there
is a strong anti-vaxxer movement already at work, and it is gearing up for
this fight.
Its power lies in the unusual coincidence of hard right and hard left wing
ideas, described as co-belligerence, when two cohorts that dislike each
other find common ground in the fight against another enemy. The hard
right distrusts government and views an injection into their bodies as an
intrusion on freedom. But it can go even deeper than that. In Nazi
Germany, untamed conspiracy theories presented vaccination
programmes as a Jewish plot to subdue nations. Expect more of that in
the year ahead of us, sadly.
On the hard left meanwhile, opposition to vaccines stems from a visceral
distrust of big pharma, leading to claims the current pandemic has been
engineered by profit-hungry unscrupulous capitalists.
If these views are reined in at the margins, they will have little effect.
However, the anti-vaxxer movement has found adherents among
educated middle-class people, which in itself is an ever-growing global
cohort. The opinions of this group may influence other social media
friends. It is uncertain how many would need to be immunised to destroy
the virus – some suggestions hover around seventy percent – but we
cannot assume there would be universal agreement to a programme,
especially if it is mandated.
The retreat from the quest for objective truth may have begun in some
fashionable university faculties, but it has spread with viral alacrity in a
matter of decades. Finding the truth can be hard, painstaking work. We
argue and disagree with one another, but we cannot let loud, bullying
voices drag us to the extremes.
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But there is a greater danger still, and it is growing in power. The 1990s
conspiracy laden science fiction TV show The X Files claimed the truth is
out there. Less than 20 years later, we are being told the truth is not out
there - truth is simply decided by those who have power. That there is,
admittedly, some truth in that last point makes us more vulnerable still.
Those who love Jesus, our Lord and Saviour, should not sit back when
truth is treated so cynically. It dishonours him. And it eventually becomes
a matter of life and death.
Rev David Moulden

Benefice Churchwardens, Reader and Retired Clergy
Churchwardens:
Elmstone: Mollie Metcalf: 01227 722206 & Alison Stone: 01304 812511.
Goodnestone: Sue Kittle: 01304 841826 & Roddy Baker: 01304 812054
Chillenden: David Hampson Ghani: 01304 842804.
Ash: Jenny Taylor: 0778 069 4711 & Bill Vennart: 01304 812628.
Nonington: Paul Willett: 01304 840402.
Retired Clergy:
Nigel Hale 01304 813161 & Rev'd Andrew and Barbara Way: 01304 812543.
Reader:
Anne Talbert: 01304 814249

Deal Foodbank
As physical donations are no longer possible at St Nicholas’, the
organisers are asking for money donations so they can buy in bulk and
deliver food parcels directly.
Cheques, made payable to ‘Deal Area Emergency Foodbank’ can be sent
to Deal Foodbank, Unit C4 Enterprise Trading Estate, Western Road,
Deal. CT14 6PJ.
For online donations the details are – Deal Area Emergency Foodbank
sort code 40-21-15 account number 31694995.

Returning to Print
While it was not possible to print and distribute the parish magazine due
to Covid-19 restrictions, editions were published online at
www.s8nicholas.org.uk
These copies can still be viewed there, so you can catch up with your
favourite local magazine!
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Onlooker: A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting
held on Monday 6th July 2020.
It was good to hear that Kent County Council's focus is Moving Forwards.
They are hoping the libraries will be open as soon as possible and are
starting with limited opening at pilot sites.
It seems the police are working well in our area with the Police
Community Support Officers report noting a person was identified after
complaints of indecent exposure. In a separate incident, after a search
the police found an elderly person lost in Marshborough. They are
investigating bone sockets found at Nash.
There was good news for children and parents when the new play
equipment in the recreation ground was opened with guidance for parents
and children as Covid-19 remains a concern. Councillors have received
good feedback from parishioners.
Helpfully Dover District Council are providing an appointment only face to
face service at Whitfield Offices 10-4pm, tel 01304 821199.
Allotments were discussed with one being given up and reallocated to
another parishioner. It is good to know people are still keen to manage
allotments. The parish council is monitoring all the allotments to ensure
they are being managed appropriately.
There was a good discussion about planning showing housing in Ash
continues to be discussed thoroughly by the council and they clearly
listen to parishioners concerns whether they are expressed within the
meeting or are sent to DDC.
Councillors discussed the new domain name for the Ash Parish Council
website and were told the new Facebook page for the council has gone
live.
Although the council is having to use Zoom for meetings parishioners are
still able to express their views on subjects important to them.
Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304
832 909 or email clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk or visit the
Parish Council website www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
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Reopening After Lockdown
Village shops and services have slowly reopened after lockdown with the
hair and beauty salons, pubs and new play area now all being used.
Chequer Inn
The Chequer Inn reopened on
July 4th – Independence Day!
Customers can enjoy socially
distanced food and drinks in
the garden. Booking is
advised, but walk-ins are
accepted. As service is only
outside at the moment, if it’s
raining the pub is closed.
Call 01304 273680.
Meet Up Mondays
We have now ceased Zoom
meetings and are meeting in
the Chequer garden from
10am. Social distancing is in
place. Please refer to pub re
entrance regulations. Free
mugs to take home and bring
with you on your visit.
Don’t be fed up with your own Landlady, Jan, and waiter, NIck, wear their PPE
company any longer! Share
by the new BBQ area
your lockdown experience
with others.
Juliet’s Farm Shop
The café at Juliet’s Farm Shop is now open with social distancing in place
alongside other safety measures. Call 01304 814 214.
The shop is open with restrictions on how many customers may enter at
one time and the online shop is still available at
www.julietsfarmshop.co.uk
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Ash Cricket Club
Well, as part of a cricketing odyssey that has already lasted more than
three centuries, three short months is no more than the blink of an eye but it certainly felt longer! Cricket has been played in Ash since at least
1708 and there have been very few major interruptions since then indeed, the last occurred so long ago that it's only just within living
memory. Lockdown 2020 has brought with it Ash CC's first unplanned
stoppage since 1945.
But we're back! And a sunny Saturday afternoon on 11th July finally
brought that familiar, longed-for scene - a host of white-clad figures
dashing about a beautiful, green field under a deep, blue sky. The
glorious, tree-lined Ash Recreation Ground is certainly one of the jewels
in our village crown and always looks lovely in summer time - but on this
occasion the sight was simply sublime.
The casual spectator might not spot the little differences brought about by
the current regulations which must be observed for the rest of the season.
With changing rooms, showers and kitchen strictly out of bounds, players
must arrive in their "whites" and bring their own teas, which are eaten
outside while following the "social distancing" guidelines with which
everyone is now so familiar. On the field of play, only the participants
would be aware that saliva is no longer being deliberately imparted to the
ball but forehead sweat continues to be - an important little tweak in the
instructions that will unintentionally favour the batsman and frustrate the
bowler and fielder this summer. I'm afraid there's insufficient space to
explain this here to the uninitiated! And another tradition is suspended for
this year: "Take my cap and sweater while I bowl, please,
umpire?" "No!"
Forgoing our invariably delicious cricket teas is not easy! But the vitally
important social side survives because our bar is permitted - phew! under the current "hospitality industry guidelines." So a convivial glass or
two can be quietly enjoyed with our families and friends after the game, in
- hopefully - balmy evening weather near the boundary or in a carefully
spaced pavilion interior.
Our ravaged fixture list has been hurriedly reconstructed since permission
to play was granted, and as we go to press we're looking forward to a full
weekend, with Saturday action at the Rec on a pitch in tremendous shape
and our annual Pat Smalley Memorial match against Sandwich at the
Butts on Sunday. We may have lost over half our season but we're
certainly counting our blessings now and we wish all our friends in the
many local clubs the best of luck. One hopes the parish magazine is not
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an inappropriate place in which to heave a huge sigh of relief: God's in
his Heaven once again ... and appears to be an Englishman after all!
Peter Ewart

Libraries
Twelve county libraries, including Deal, Broadstairs and Ashford, are now
open from 10am to 4pm, Monday to Saturday. Borrowers must have an
appointment and no browsing of shelves is allowed. Services are limited
to the new Select and Collect service, pre-bookable computers, wifi
sessions. While Ash library remains closed, you can access the vast array
of digital books, magazines, newspapers and more online. For more
information go to www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/libraries
New Play Area

Ash Parish Council is pleased to announce that the new children’s play
was opened to the public on Saturday 4th July 2020.
Thank you to the Jack Foat Trust for their donation of £25,000 towards
the cost of the play area.
Parents please make sure your children observe social distancing
guidelines. Please be aware that this area is not sanitised and you will
need to bring hand sanitiser with you.
We aim to have a fun opening event as soon as we are able.
The public toilets at The Street and the Ash Recreation Ground are now
open. Stay alert and stay safe!
Pictured from left to right – Ash Parish Councillors, Jeffrey Loffman,
Jacqueline Wilkinson, Andrew Harris-Rowley, Peter Chandler.
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Heritage Centre Appeal
What did Ash's "Covid period" mean to you? Did you or your children
make, see, do, hear, create or photograph anything remarkable? It would
be such a pity to allow these experiences or creations become lost to
posterity.
The Ash Heritage Group is therefore asking you not to discard your
artwork, creations, photographs or whatever, but to retain them. Better
still, help us create a permanent collection of Covid in Ash material - from
individuals, families, shops, businesses, societies and other organisations
- so that generations to come will learn how Ash coped with adversity in
these unprecedented times.
Please hold on to any physical items, such as artwork and other objects,
and bring them into the Heritage Centre when we're allowed to open. Or when that time comes, but not before – please pass them to a Heritage
Group committee member or volunteer whom you know. But we are
ready now for photographs and other items which can be sent digitally,
and you can send these now to our email address,
ashheritagegroup@gmail.com By all means add a note of the context
and background to your pictures etc., and tell us who you are!
Age Concern Sandwich
The Day Centre and Sunflower Dementia Centre remains closed waiting
government guidance before we can fully re open, although we can now
offer hairdressing and foot care by appointment only, we stock green
garden bags priced at £4.10, hearing aid clinic to restart soon of which we
have a supply of batteries here.
We are continuing to offer Meals on Wheels service including all of Ash
area and surrounding villages for fresh meals delivered Monday to Friday.
We are still managing to use local products during lockdown, numbers
increased greatly in this area at beginning of Covid pandemic.
Feedback has been excellent both from recipients of meals but families
too who have peace of mind that their loved ones have a hot tasty meal
same time each day as well as a friendly chat from the volunteer
delivering the meal, alongside this we have a free shopping service and
prescription collection.
If you would like more information on any of these services or would like
to volunteer to help deliver these services, please ring 01304 614237 or
email jane.goring@ageconcernsandwich.com.
Jane Goring
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League of Friends for Kent and Canterbury Hospital
Ash Branch
We are having a stall at St Peter’s Church Sandwich on Thursdays and
Saturdays from 10am to 3pm selling bric-a-brac DVDs and CDs. At our
first stall we raised £15.
Liz Allen our Chairman would like any wool that is not required to make
blankets to go overseas. It does not matter what ply or how much. Please
leave at 88 New Street on doorstep. Thank you.
Marion Martin

Ash Village Hall
The committee are working their way through the mountains of guidance
being received on an almost daily basis on how we can safely re-open the
hall. We are aiming for early September as most of our regular hirers have
confirmed they will not wish to resume their regular activities before then.
We thank you for your patience and know you will appreciate that the wellbeing of our community is our paramount consideration.
All the groups, organisations and businesses that have regular bookings
have been sent a questionnaire to complete – if you have received one
please return it as soon as possible to assist with our plans.
We sincerely hope that village life will return to ‘normal’ as soon as possible
and that the hall can once again welcome everyone to enjoy the activities
and social interaction that have been so sorely missed during this current
situation.
If anyone has any queries or wishes to make booking enquiries please
email diary@ashvillagehall.org.uk or telephone 01304 369314
Or visit our website: http://ashvillagehall.org.uk
Ash Village Hall Management Committee

National Garden Scheme
Cherry Tree Cottage, Cooper Street, Ash is open as part of this national
scheme raising money for charity.
The one-acre with stream-side woodland garden and shepherd’s hut was
the winner of the Daily Telegraph/National Trust competition in 2009 for
the garden with the most green initiatives at CT3 2NP is open on
Saturday 15th August and Sunday 16th August from 11am-5pm. Adults
£5, children free. Tickets must be purchased online from ngs.org.uk
16

The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Churches
Exclusive Talk on St Mildred’s Church by Tim Offord
Sunday 2 August 4pm
Come and hear about the history of our Church in Preston, stone by
stone, inside and out, by Tim Offord.
£10 including Pimms and nibbles
Numbers will be limited to 30.
Please book through the Cornets, 01227 722513, as soon as possible to
avoid disappointment.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Happy Hours at Elmstone Church
An impromptu Happy Hour was held on Friday 10th July in the
churchyard. The weather was fine and it was good to see people together
again, engaging in good conversation. Our thanks to the Nickols family for
organising this.
We are planning further Happy Hours in the Church Yard from 6.30 to
7.30pm on Fridays 7th August and 4th September. Do come and join us at
these informal events which are open to all.
Elizabeth Timms

The Cartwright, Godfrey and Kelsey Charity
The trustees of the above charity have funds available to enable them to
offer a book grant to any young people who live in the parish of Ash, and
who intend to start a full time university academic course beginning in the
autumn of 2020.
This also applies to those who may be starting a full time vocational training
course. The amount of each grant will depend upon how many applications
the trustees receive.
The trustees invite applications for the coming academic year by 18
September 2020.
Please write with your full name, address, telephone number, and a copy
of the offer from your intended university/college, to The Clerk to the
Trustees, The Cartwright Godfrey and Kelsey Charity, Little Ware Nursery,
Ware, Ash, CT3 2NB.
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Food Stories
Granny’s Polish Potato Cakes
Every year we travelled from Ash to North Wales to visit my Polish
grandparents.
After the end of the Second World War they were settled in a former RAF
base at Penrhos – near Pwllheli.
It became a totally Polish community with its own church, dining canteen,
library and community hall.
There are so many wonderful aspects to these visits – climbing Snowdon,
beautiful scenery, hugs and kisses from grandparents but for me the
highlight was my Granny’s potato cakes. Crispy, golden and sprinkled
with sugar. I can taste them
now.
Absolute bliss!
Recipe – makes 12 x 3”
pancakes
2 large red potatoes (1½lb
approx)
½ small onion
1 tablespoon flour
½ teaspoon salt
1 egg
3 tablespooons oil for frying
Sugar to sprinkle
Method
Grate the potatoes and onion Marie sitting on her granny, Maria's lap, with
granddad Hieronim Jutkoviak and sister
or process for 30 seconds.
Christine also pictured.
Combine, salt and stir.
Put mixture in strainer – over
small bowl to get rid of excess water.
Pour water out – but leave the starchy white mixture at the bottom.
To the starch, add drained potato/onion mixture, flour, salt and pepper.
In a heavy frying pan, heat a little oil over a medium heat. Spoon a large
dollop of mixture into pan, flattening each one to an even thickness.
Cook 3 minutes on each side, adding oil as needed.
To serve sprinkle with sugar. Some people use sour cream.
Marie Milne
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Garden Jottings for August
Well the rain came just in time, as usual, nature usually rights itself.
Although we worry about prolonged heat and dryness it seems that in this
country we are always “saved” just in time – what goes around comes
around. Though the rain clouds always seem to veer away from us to
Dover or Reculver! The season is rather strange with some crops and
flowers maturing early, and others slow. I have even seen mushrooms
and blackberries in fields. Runner beans and tomatoes are backwards for
me.
Plums should be picked with their stalks attached and early apples may
be ready when they will come away with a gentle lift and twist. Prune
blackcurrants after fruiting, taking out one or two of the older branches to
encourage growth from the base. Cut down summer raspberries when
they have finished fruiting and tie in new growths – old canes will be
brown and new ones young and green. Strawberry beds should be tided
and old leaves cut back. Look after new plants taken from runners, these
should now be severed from the parent plant if not already done. Replace
plants after about 3 years digging in plenty of hummus or compost when
replanting the bed.
Onions will be ready when the tops bend over and become dry. Loosen
them from the soil with a fork and leave loose on a dry day if possible
before lifting and drying off completely in a warm dry place.
Keep watering all crops and newly planted items, except onions and
shallots, water in early morning or evening as the evaporation rate will be
slower is the soil is cool.
Pick beans every few days and before the beans show through the pods.
Water these well and also marrows, pumpkins and squashes, raise the
ripening fruit on straw. Trim down cut and come again lettuces very low, if
you are going away and they will be renewed when you return. Sow some
lettuce and parsley. Other herbs can be cut and chopped and put in the
freezer. A mint leaf or borage flower can be frozen to add to summer
drinks.
Feed tomatoes each week and remove lower leaves to expose fruit to the
light to ripen them. Stop the plants at the top after 5 fruit trusses have
formed. Tagetes and French Marigolds planted near these especially in
the greenhouse keep pests at bay, notably white fly which are nuisance
indoors. Black and green fly (aphids) in the garden in general can be kept
down by squashing by hand or spraying with soapy water.
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Lift and divide Iris leaving each rhizome with a set of leaves, trim each fan
of leaves to about 4-5 inches and replant with some bone meal. Discard
any old wrinkly or leafless pieces. Cut back Lupins and Delphiniums to a
rosette of leaves at the base they should sprout and give another smaller
flush of flowers next month.
Fill any gaps with Dahlias grown in large pots. Deadhead plants
especially Roses, Pansies and Antirrhinums. Cuttings can be taken now
of pinks and Penstemons. Place them in a polythene bag when cutting
and then remove lower leaves and cut beneath a node and insert round
the edge of a pot in free draining gritty soil. Water and cover with a
polythene large held in place with an elastic band. Shake excess water
down of the plastic each day, when roots can be seen coming out
underneath the pot they can be potted individually. They may take a little
while but give plenty of plants for free. Hydrangeas are also very
successful but don’t cover these.
Cut back early flowering shrubs and take out 1/3 of the old stems and any
damaged or crossing branches. As a general rule prune and tidy after
fruiting or flowering to give time to make new growth for the following
year.
Feed pots, tubs and baskets and move into a shadier place when you are
going away or in periods of very hot weather.
Disbud Dahlias and Chrysanthemums for the production of larger blooms,
if liked.
Plant some hardy annuals later in the month to overwinter and produce
flowers earlier. Prick out biennials not already planted in a spare plot.
Keep ponds free from dead leaves and blanket weed and don’t overfeed
fish as it will pollute the water.
Don’t let this missive put you off and make the garden become a chore.
Many more people have enjoyed their gardens as they have been
furloughed or self-isolating but are worried when returning to work and
normal life. Try not to put aside ½ a day to “do the garden” rather, take 30
minutes now and then or once or twice a week to keep it looking neat and
being manageable (in a small garden) when we sow, propagate or plant
we may hope for the future of it is therapeutic for troubled minds.
This is a recap on some things as we’ve been out of print, so excuse my
repetition if you have followed online.
Christine Brown
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Stories from the Archives (6)
Pull Down That Statue!
Slavery and its historic legacy have featured heavily in the news this
summer, as has the early British anti-slavery movement and its
courageous abolitionist members led by William Wilberforce.
Controversial statues and calls for their removal have also made many
recent headlines, not least after a public intervention by the Archbishop of
Canterbury with regard to some of those to be found in church buildings.
What has this all got to do with Ash? Everything, it would seem! Here in
Ash, not two centuries ago, all these historic threads re-emerge as a longforgotten story unfolds. When John Jebb, the Bishop of Limerick, Ardfert
and Aghadoe, left Ireland to retire to London in the 1820s he took with
him his former chaplain, Rev'd Charles Forster, a young relative. Jebb
had long been actively opposed the slave trade and supported William
Wilberforce and Hannah More in their campaign so it was no surprise,
when they settled in the capital, that both he and Forster soon became
closely associated with the so-called Clapham Sect, a group of Anglican
clergy well known for their strong opposition to slavery and for their
campaigns for social and penal reform. Indeed, Charles Forster married
into this group when he wed the daughter of one of the great reformers of
the age, Henry Thornton, MP, banker and philanthropist.
Social reformers or not, the marriage of Laura Thornton to an
impecunious young Irish curate left the family aghast and the couple were
cut adrift financially. Worse followed when Forster's mentor and lifelong
friend, Jebb, died in 1833. Despite his young relative's unselfish loyalty
as an unpaid companion, general factotum and nurse during the Bishop's
long, final illness, almost nothing came to Forster by way of a legacy.
Undaunted, Forster was convinced all would be fine because he wasn't
without influential allies. And so it proved.
The Archbishop of Canterbury, William Howley, presented him with the
parish of Ash in 1834, as well as the position of Six Preacher at the
Cathedral, a prestigious (if no longer lucrative) preferment in the
Archbishop's gift. Here at St Nicholas he set to work busily from the
outset. Internal alterations followed his precise instructions - the
moribund Molland chapel was opened up and brought to life again; the
west end gallery was raised; the seats for the poor were completely
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rearranged and services would in future be conducted far more
conscientiously than hitherto.
And one more thing. While he set about writing a lengthy biography of his
late and beloved Irish bishop, as well as administering a fund set up to
raise an impressive statue of Jebb in the cathedral at Limerick, he also
earmarked a space in the north transept here at St Nicholas' for another
full length, plaster statue to the same man! "The Bishop of Limerick? In
our church?" One can hear the churchwardens and the leading vestry
members even now, enquiring of their vicar what the late Bishop had to
do with Ash. It was an unpopular proposal but Forster was a strong
character and carried his project through. Within four years he'd left for a
parish in Essex, but not before having some influence with the
Archbishop in the choice of his successor - another John Jebb, nephew of
the late Bishop! Much to the annoyance of Forster when he heard, but
perhaps to some relief here in Ash, the young Irishman resigned after
eight weeks.
But the statue remained! Did the congregation get used to it or did they
continue to resent it? It didn't matter. When the Rev'd Henry Mackarness
supervised another set of internal rearrangements in 1863, he needed the
north transept for the organ and the Bishop, therefore, would have to
go. Hearing of this, Forster - now a highly respected churchman and a
published scholar with no lack of friends in high places - flew "into a
sacred fury" and complained bitterly to the new Archbishop, Charles
Longley. No help was forthcoming from Lambeth Palace and, curiously,
Forster even rejected an offer of the statue's transfer to his own parish in
Stisted. So down came the Bishop from his plinth in Ash church while his
biographer howled in Essex: "They are all combined against me and the
vicar of Ash is alone in his inequity." And the statue? It ended up in the
Crystal Palace, then just a dozen years old, where - presumably - it went
up in flames in 1936.
Slavery? Abolition? Archbishops? Statues in churches - and the
controversial toppling of? We've seen it all before in Ash...
The Ash Heritage Centre and the Cathedral Archives both remain
temporarily closed to visitors, so the writer has once again drawn on
previous research among a variety of sources for this article.
Peter Ewart
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A Short Story (Continued…)
The Amazing Adventures of Mr Douglas (the world’s most famous
hamster)
Chapter 2 Mr Douglas escapes…….
You will remember brave reader that Mr
Douglas is a Syrian hamster, who lives
in the village of Ash and was recently
made famous on social media due to
one of her escapes. Yes, that’s right,
Mr Douglas is a she. The young shop
assistant in the pet shop at Westwood
clearly doesn’t know her hamsters.
However, we have some special friends
that do and when Mr Douglas went on
holiday to their house for a fortnight, the
truth of her gender was quickly
revealed. Something to do with teats, I
believe. However, Jamie, the hamster’s
owner, being very attached to the name
of Mr Douglas, decided that he would
keep the nomenclature, despite the obvious gender confusion. It has
been a source of hilarity and joy ever since.
You will also remember dear reader that Mr Douglas has another secret:
she is the reincarnated form of Harry Houdini, the master escape artist
from the 20th century. ‘How do we know this?’, I hear you ask. Well, from
the moment Jamie had purchased the little hamster, she had begun to
reveal her furtive ways. She had made her first attempt at freedom in the
car on the way home from the pet shop, eating through a box inside a box
inside a cage.
Several weeks after this Mr Douglas, having the time of her life in her
playball, whizzing around the house at a minimum of 10 miles an hour,
had whizzed out the front door when she thought no-one was looking,
down the garden path and into the dizzy heights of School Road. ‘I’ve
done it!’, exclaimed Mr Douglas inside her ball to no one in particular. She
was a very clever hamster.
Meanwhile, back at no.24, the family was oblivious to the Houdiniesque
nature of their new family pet. Dad was watching West Ham play on the
telly, Jamie was building a mega space craft with weapons out of Lego
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and mum was doing her yoga. Nobody noticed the escape attempt until
Jamie’s bedtime came around and dad said ’Take Mr Douglas with you
on the way up!’. Mr Douglas, Mr Douglas, oh we haven’t heard her for a
while, they all though simultaneously, perhaps she has fallen asleep
somewhere. Jamie began to search for her. First, he looked in the shower
room, a favourite sniffing ground of hers. Then he checked the playroom
and the hall. Still no sign of her. He checked the kitchen and the living
room, checking all the hidden spots such as behind the sofa. She wasn’t
anywhere to be seen.
‘Mum!’, shouted Jamie, ’I can’t find Mr Douglas, she’s gone!’ ‘Oh no!’,
said mum, intuitively fearing that the hamster had made a break for it out
the back door and into the garden. They checked there, no sign. ‘She
must have gone out the front door’, said dad who then carried out a full
check of who had been out the front door in the last hour. Had they left
the door open? Had she made a quick break for it, whilst the door was
ajar.
‘Well that’s it, then’, said mum, panic in her voice, ‘we’ve lost her. If she’s
gone out the front door she could be anywhere by now. We’ll never get
her back!’. Very melodramatic, reader, and not very helpful, but that was
Jamie’s mum. Good job his dad had a more philosophical disposition. Or
perhaps it was his Google doorbell technology that gave him that
confidence.
Yes, unbeknown to Mr Douglas, Jamie’s dad had installed a Google
doorbell which told him when someone was at the door and it also had a
camera so you could see who was there. What Mr Douglas didn’t realise
was that the camera could also capture tiny hamsters in whizzing
playballs making a bolt for it out the front door when they thought no-one
was looking.
Fantastic! ‘I’ll check my phone’, said dad ’see if we can see where she
went’. Sure enough, the camera had picked up the exact moment Mr
Douglas had legged it out the front door and down the garden path. ‘She
left two hours ago!’, exclaimed dad. ‘Oops!’ said Jamie. ‘Oh no, we’ve lost
her. She will be miles away by now, crushed by a car, eaten by a hawk or
goodness knows what else!’ shrieked mum. I did tell you, reader that she
was a bit melodramatic and not very helpful in such circumstances.
‘Let’s split up along School Road’, said dad. ‘What’s the point? said mum,
who was beside herself with guilt, as it was she who had gone out the
front door to water her baskets and pots, oblivious to the Great Escape
taking place under her very eyes. What was worse, was that the evidence
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was on the camera and everyone would know it was her who had let her
son’s pet disappear forever.
Jamie’s dad was not to be put off by such unhelpful warbling and he
strode confidently across School Road as if to make down the alley that
led to Glebelands. However, Jamie’s dad was no ordinary dad, he was a
very clever dad, who had the special ability to think ahead, which is why
he is so fantastic at chess. As he crossed the road, he stopped and
approached his neighbour’s car. He got carefully down on his knees (he
is getting on a bit) and peered tentatively under the car.
To his utter surprise, what
did he see under the BMW,
but Mr Douglas, well and
truly stuck in her superwhizzy, play ball. She had
probably been there the
whole time. Stuck, under
the car, unable to execute
her master plan, which was
to head for the alley down to
The Street, fly across the
road and zoom as fast as
her little ball could carry her
to Pudding Lane, where she would live out the rest of her days among the
sheep and the daisies in glorious freedom.
However, it wasn’t yet to be. Her reincarnation as Harry Houdini was not
yet complete and it would take many more attempts before she could
perfect the art of escape. Lesson one learned: don’t get stuck under a
car. She would remember that for next time.
Jamie was happy though, very happy and mum was relieved, if not
slightly embarrassed at her dramatic response to the crisis. ‘All is well that
ends well’, said dad and even Mr Douglas had to agree. She was
famished and already dreaming of her stash of lettuce she had secretly
tucked under her bed for the night.
Balance and harmony were restored to the Steed household, well, at
least for now. Mr Douglas was not going to give up that easily! All will be
revealed in next month’s chapter of ‘The Amazing Adventures of Mr
Douglas!’
Written by Leanne Steed
Illustrated by Penny Bernard
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August Reflections
Over the past few weeks, from the end of June to mid-July, I have been
entertained every morning by a family of Magpies.
Whilst often very noisy and demanding of their parents, the two fledglings
have been exploring more of the garden here and have a particular
routine: first after a lot of noise in the trees and drop down onto the top of
the chicken house giving the loud chattering “chi-chi-chic” , while the
parent balances on the pole it the top of the large chicken run, balancing
by swinging its tail eyeing up any pickings the hens might have left. They
then, if no-one is about ‘patrol’ the lawn, which is on a steep incline,
peering down into crevices and the drop onto a small path in front of the
house, if feeling very brave one might drop down onto the path, but the
slightest sound or movement and they are off. Quarrels often break out,
but they give the impression of doing a cocky- teenage- strut! Eventually
the parent has had enough and with a loud command the family fly off
into the woods beyond.
For many years up to the 1940s they and other members of the crow
family were targeted as pests, especially by gamekeepers and their
numbers had fallen dramatically. But in recent years their numbers have
increased, and they are now a feature of suburban and country life.
So, this month as a change from ’Covid’ news and thoughts, I thought I’d
do a brief overview of the ‘Corvid’ (what’s in a letter?!) gang. I know that
almost all of this group will take eggs and chicks of smaller birds, but also
many other pests that gardeners and farmers wish to be rid of, but I really
like Magpies, Jays and Jackdaws in particular.
They are all very
quick and
intelligent birds,
often good
mimics with
more variety to
their voices than
the loud croaks
and chatter we
associate them
with.
As they are
birds that, apart
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from the secretive Jay, are hard to ignore, there are many folk tales and
traditions surrounding them. Peter Tate in his book ‘Flights of Fancy’,
recounts some associated with Magpies and Ravens: A lot of you will
know the following rhyme about Magpies, some of a certain age will
remember the TV children’s programme that made it their opening jingle,
but I have also included an older and ‘darker’ version:
One for sorrow
Two for joy
Three for a girl
Four for a boy
Five for silver
Six for gold
Seven for a secret never
to be told.

One for sorrow
Two for mirth
Three for a wedding
Four for a birth
Five for heaven
Six for hell
Seven you’ll see the
de’il himsel’.

There have been many other versions from all over the UK, some
counting up to 10, but all reflect the importance of seeing and noting the
number of birds together each time. Like others in this family, they can be
lucky, or bringers of misfortune or even death. Rituals develop as well; in
the north of England it was considered wise to raise your hat or bow an
acknowledgement if you saw a magpie on the path in front of you, or to
make the sign of the cross as the following rhyme was said;
I cross the magpie
The magpie crosses me,
Bad luck to the magpie
And good-luck to me.
In Suffolk, you were advised to face the bird and say “I spit on thee
brother”, perhaps not in this Covid world! There are many examples of the
chattering of the Magpies announcing the arrival of a stranger. However,
it was, in Sussex, a good omen if a magpie perched on your house, as
they were considered such wise birds that they would not perch
somewhere structurally unsafe! (a pet one for house hunting perhaps?) A
similar view was held that a tree with a magpie nest would not fall. In
other parts of the world the striking black and white colouring inspired
belief in the good or evil side of the bird’s character; linked to fairies or
spirits controlling their actions.
Magpies are the largest bird in Britain to build a domed nest out of sticks
and twigs held together with mud and softly lined with moss and feathers
with one opening at the side. They begin building in winter, usually high in
a tree or sturdy shrub, up to 5\6 eggs are laid in March and are incubated
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by the female for about 20 days, they fledge after 26 days but will stay in
a family group, as ‘my’ ones have, for about six weeks. The oldest
recorded ringed bird was 21 years old. Peter Tate retells a lovely story
about the magpies and their nests:
“The magpie alone knew the secret of building the perfect nest and as a
result, many birds came to it for guidance. The magpie obliged and began
its demonstration by lying two sticks across each other, then covering
them with moss and feathers. At each stage of the construction, however,
it was interrupted by the other birds saying they knew how to do that
particular task already. Eventually the magpie flew off in frustration,
leaving the other birds to their own devices.”
Presumably, she then went and built her complete nest somewhere quiet
and private! Having used a photo in the Reader’s Digest book of birds, I
realized that what I assumed were squirrel dreys, exposed in the winter,
might well have been magpie nests. The drey is rounder and very leafy
and may vary in size. One final note on the magpie is, of course the
wonderful iridescence in their wing and tail feathers, shimmering blues in
the wings and greens in the tail that in some lights give a whole range
from purple through blues to green, even gold! My one attempt at Raku
pottery whilst at Christ Church College was a pair of magpies with their
tails one down one up. I was pleased with them as the glazes did catch a
hint of shimmer and the fast, hot Raku technique creates the cracked
glaze effect all over the sculpture. They finally fell apart during my last
house move, but I am still quite spellbound by the real thing.
More on other Corvids next month.
Pat Coles
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