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This magazine is produced by St. 
Nicholas Parish Church. We 

welcome items from individuals and 
village organisations. All items 
should come with a note of the 
contributor’s name. The editor 

reserves the right both to edit and 
not to publish anything she 

receives. Items on church matters 
do not represent the official position 

of the Church of England. 

 

Email copy for the next edition by 
Thursday 11th April to 

 Rebecca Smith at 
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or 

post to Pat Coles at 116 The 
Street, Ash CT3 2AA. 

Products and services advertised 
have not been tested and are not 
endorsed by the Parish Church. 

Send advertising enquiries to 
agfoat@gmail.com  

Front cover illustration:  
Bluebells by Pat Coles. 
 

Magazine Subscription  
 
Never miss an edition of your 
favourite parish magazine! 
To arrange to a subscription 
including magazine delivery to 
your door (within the parish) 
phone Rosemary Lines on 01304 
812524. 

 

mailto:rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com
mailto:agfoat@gmail.com
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What’s On  
 
ASH TENNIS CLUB QUIZ is on Friday 29th March, 7pm for 7.30pm at The 
Pavilion, Ash Recreation Ground. Teams of 6, £5 per person. Don’t worry 
if you haven’t got a full team, we will put individuals/groups together. Bar 
open. Bring your own food. Email secretary@ashtennisclub.co.uk  
 
ASH PARISH COUNCIL will meet at 7.30pm on Monday 1st April, 7.30pm, 
The Library, Ash Village Hall, Queens Road. www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 
 

THE COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING on Saturday 6th April at Ash 
Village Hall is hosted by St Nicholas’ Church raising funds for Christian 
Aid. 10am-midday. See page 8. 
 
ASH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY Spring Show takes place on Saturday 
6th April. See page 28. 

ASH GOOD COMPANIONS meet at the Village Hall Library Room on 
Tuesdays 9th and 23rd April from 2-4pm. 
 
ASH WI meet on Thursday 11th April at the Village Hall from 7.30pm 
when Howard Smith will talk about Rupert – The Anthropomorphic Bear. 
Also Quiz Night April 6th. See report page 25. 

ASH BOWLING CLUB hosts an Open Afternoon on Saturday 13th April 
from 12pm to 4pm at the bowling green, Moat Lane. See page 17. 

ASH WITH WESTMARSH WI Members Show, The Colours of Spring, is 
in Ash Village Hall on Saturday 13th April 2-3pm. See poster page 20. 
 
THE CHURCHYARD BASH volunteers meet on Saturday 20th April from 
10am to mow, weed and sweep parish graveyard. Why not join them?! 
 
FAMILY BEETLE DRIVE - enjoy the madcap fun of a family beetle drive 
on Sunday 5th May from 2-5pm at Westmarsh Village Hall.  Suitable for 
all ages. For further details telephone 07740 185327 or 
email bookings@WestmarshVillageHall.org.uk  
 
THE GUITAR CONSPIRACY are in concert at St Nicholas Church, Ash, 
on Tuesday 14th May. Doors open 7pm. Tickets £10 including wine and 
nibbles. Tickets on the door or from Best One or 31 The Street. All 
proceeds to Catching Lives. 

 

mailto:secretary@ashtennisclub.co.uk
http://www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk/
mailto:bookings@WestmarshVillageHall.org.uk
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Useful Contacts 

Service  Organisation/Name   Contact 

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)   0800 111 999 
999   UK Power Networks (24hrs)  105 
   Water Leak Line (24hrs)   0800 820 999 
Community PCSO Kerry Skirrow or  

Michael Bolt      101 or email 
Kerry.skirrow@kent.pnn.police.uk   
Michael.bolt1@kent.pnn.police.uk 

   Non-urgent and other enquiries 101 
   Community Warden Team  07811 271 299 
   Neighbourhood Watch   Martin Porter - email 
   porter118@btinternet.com  

Crime Stoppers    0800 555111 
   Community Safety Dover   01304 872220 
   Consumer Direct    01845 4040506 
   Childline      0800 1111 

Kent County Council   08458 247247 
   Dover District Council   01304 821199 
   Craig Mackinlay  MP   01843 589266 
   Ash Parish Council Clerk   01304 832909 
   Citizens Advice (Dover area)  0844 8487978 
   Ash Village Hall Enquiries  01304 851967 

Environmental Health   01304 872215 
   Trading Standards    0845 4040506 

Ash Library     01304 812440 

Healthcare NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)  111 or www.nhs.uk  
   Out of Hours Doctor Service  0844 8001234 
   Ash Surgery     01304 812227 
   Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury 01227 766877 
       QEQM Margate  01843 225544 
       William Harvey  01233 633331 
   Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)   01304 812242 

Education  KCC Area Office    03000 414141 
   Cartwright and Kelsey School  01304 812539 
   St Faith’s School    01304 813409 
   Sandwich Technology School  01304 610000 
   Sir Roger Manwood School  01304 613286 

Transport  National Rail TrainTracker™  0871 2004950 
   Stagecoach East Kent Ltd  0845 6002299 

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~ 

mailto:porter118@btinternet.com
http://www.nhs.uk/
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The Parish Letter 
 

Only hours after his last meal, Jesus said to the mob sent to arrest him: 
this is your hour, and the power of darkness.  
For those who live in relatively untroubled societies like ours, it is hard to 
get our minds round what it is like to be in the grip of evil. Easter season 
is upon us: The triumph of Easter Sunday cannot really be appreciated 
until something of the horror and darkness of the previous days is 
acknowledged.  
‘Darkness’ is a concept our western minds struggle with. Although we 
struggle, it would be naïve and foolhardy if we denied it. There is terrible 
personality to it, which defies reason, where no consequence seems to 
be barred. Anthony Loyd, a distinguished contemporary war 
correspondent, wrote of his encounter with a Serbian killing field in Bosnia 
in these terms: And there was something more than what you saw, 
smelled and felt…the atmosphere. It chain-sawed through your 
senses…For whatever had been sucked out of that place, something else 
had been pumped in…Some empty black infinity...that spat and laughed. 
It is impossible to make sense of such surroundings but it was just such 
an environment that enveloped Jesus and the disciples that last night. It is 
clear the disciples were in a place they could not understand and for 
which they were hopelessly unprepared and their experience stands as a 
warning against hubris in following Christ.  
Until the hour of darkness has come, we cannot be sure of the strength of 
our commitment; yet we must peer at this darkness to get the context we 
need to understand why Jesus did what he did at his last meal. 
There was a calm purposefulness about Jesus towards the end. His final 
acts of teaching were dominated less by words and more by images. 
Symbolic acts have the ability to reach people in a way that words cannot. 
Not many of us remember the words that Nelson Mandela shared with 
others, but we remember his pulling on of a Springbok rugby shirt to 
signify a newly united nation.  
As the darkness enfolded Jesus and his friends, he showed them how to 
live. We may not face the evil of a Bosnia, but we know that a society 
which turns away from God tends to harden its heart as a way of coping. 
This kind of hardness is in evidence today and we share in it. And part of 
the coping mechanism is to look after ourselves - at the expense of 
others. 
When Jesus took hold of the towel and the water, he demonstrated that 
those who follow him should make it their first goal to look after others. If 
there was a modern equivalent to foot-washing, I expect it would be 
cleaning the men’s urinals in a motorway service station on a hot 
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summer’s day. If the God who made the stars whose brightness has 
taken millions of light years to reach us can stoop to this kind of work, we 
need a radical re-think on what both leadership and service really mean 
today. 
The service he offered his friends was simple, unfussy and practical. It 
needed no special skills and so its ethic is open to everyone.  
The problem with a culture where people begin to look after their own 
interests in preference to others’ is that eventually a vicious circle is 
created whereby all lose out.  
When a community functions properly, we can have confidence in looking 
after other people’s needs because we know there is someone else who 
will look out for us at the same time.  
When people begin to look more to their own needs, we cannot be so 
sure that someone will look after us while we serve another and so 
selfishness creeps in.  
At first it seems a reasonable and logical step, to protect ourselves. In the 
end, it becomes a way of life which even receives endorsement. 
To swim against this kind of current is demanding. A few years ago we, 
as a family, attended new year celebrations in London.  
Upon making our way home we were carried down one road, until we 
realised we were heading in the wrong direction. We had to turn round 
against the flow.  
At first, we were carried the way we were previously going; until we had to 
stand our ground. Making progress was slow, ungainly and awkward. We 
were hit time and again and clearly resented by the unsuspecting people 
we were walking into.  
There are times in following Christ that he asks us to turn around and 
walk against the flow of the crowd.  
It isn’t at every point we have to do this, for we would soon be worn out 
unnecessarily, but when he asks us to, we must respond.  
What does foot washing mean in our life? Some may be very familiar with 
the answer to this question, others may not.  
There may be a form of service waiting for us that we have never tried 
before; Jesus waited till the dying hours of his life to symbolise his way of 
service.  
The darkness may have surrounded him that night, but this meant the 
spotlight which fell on his act of foot-washing illuminated it with the 
brightness it deserved. 
We are compelled to make a response to the sacrifice of Christ, but can 
only really take up that cross - if we have decided how to wash human 
feet. 

Reverend David Moulden 
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Church Services 
 
Services at St Nicholas’ Church 
 
Sunday 7th April 8am Holy Communion, 10.30am Holy 

Communion (followed by the Annual Parish 
Church Meeting, please come if you can). 

Sunday 14th April 8am, Holy Communion, 10.30am Palm Sunday 
Service with Holy Communion. Procession 
starts 10am at Cartwright & Kelsey School. 

Sunday 21st April  8am and 10.30am Holy Communion 
Sunday 28th April 8am and 10.30am Holy Communion 
 
Services around the Benefice  
 
Sunday 7th April 
All Saints, Chillenden, 9am, Holy Communion 
Elmstone church, 9.30am, Holy Communion 
St Mary’s, Nonington 10.30am, Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 14th April  
All Saint’s, Chillenden, 9am, Holy Communion 
St Mildred’s, Preston, 9.30am, Family Service 
Baptist Chapel, Nonington, 9.30am, Breakfast Church 
 
Sunday 21st April 
Holy Cross, Goodnestone, 9am, Holy Communion 
Elmstone church, 9.30am, Holy Communion, Easter Service 
St Mary’s Nonington, 10.30am, Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 28th April 
Holy Cross, Goodnestone, 9am, Holy Communion 
St Mildred’s, Preston, 9.30am, Holy Communion 
Baptist Chapel,Nonington 10.30am, Holy Communion 
 
Please note: Some times of services may be liable to change. Please 
refer to the relevant church’s website for up-to-date information.  
Advance notice: Due to the art exhibition there will not be a 10.30am 
service at St Nicholas Church, Ash on Sunday 5th May. The 8am service 
will take place as usual. 

Friday 19th April  10.30am Good Friday Family Service; 7pm Holy 
Communion and Service of Reflection 
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Lilies for Easter at St Nicholas 
 
It is traditional to have lilies in church at Easter. If you would like to make 
a donation towards them in memory of loved ones, please contact 
Christine Brown (01304 812651) or Mary Evans.  

 
Lilies for Easter at Elmstone Church – see page 25 
 
Parish Register 
Wedding  
Jodie Bodley and Matthew Hogben 17th April  
  
Funerals 
Bill Laslett 20th February 
Doreen Sutton 27th February 
 

Christian Aid Coffee Morning 
 

The first Saturday in the month coffee morning which takes place on 
6th April between 10am and midday in the village hall is being hosted by 
St Nicholas’ Church.  
We will be raising funds for Christian Aid ahead of Christian Aid week 
(12th-18th May). If you have an unwanted gift or a bottle to donate for the 
raffle, some bric-a-brac or plants or could make a cake to sell, please 
bring it to the hall from 9am on the day, but most of all come along! 
  

Easter Stations 2019 
  
Following the success of the Easter Stations at St Nicholas Church last 
year, we have decided to do the same in 2019.  
There will be 6 stations in total starting at Palm Sunday and finishing with 
the joy of Jesus’ resurrection.  
Our two village schools will be visiting in groups but the stations will be 
available from Wednesday 3rd April until Easter Monday 22nd April for 
anyone who wishes to pop in and spend some time in their village church. 
The first station will be in the church porch and there will then be 
guidance as to where to next proceed, or just come in and spend some 
quiet time away from the hustle and bustle of everyday life. The church is 
open Monday to Saturday from 8.30am to 4pm. 

Jenny Taylor 
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Bell Ringing  
 
St Nicholas’ will be welcoming the Cathedral company of bell ringers for 
their practice nights on the second Thursday of each month until about 
Easter. This is because the Cathedral bells will be out of action whilst 
maintenance is being done on the tower fabrication and roof. Practices 
will be from 7.30pm to 9pm.  

 
Church Cafe 

 
The Church Cafe is held every Wednesday, 10am to 11.30am. With tea, 
coffee and homemade cake.  
A warm welcome and good conversation guaranteed.   

 

The church cafe in Ash has been running now for almost 2 years, and we 
are very grateful for the volunteers who help.  
During the course of last year, the cafe raised £750, which has 
contributed to our parish share, which has really benefited us.  

 

 

 
Deal Foodbank  
 
We are still collecting items for the Foodbank in the ‘bin’, which is in its 
usual position inside the church, next to the kitchen.  
Thank you for your continued support.  

        Jenny Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benefice Churchwardens, Reader and Retired Clergy 
 
Churchwardens: 
Elmstone and Preston: Mollie Metcalf: 01227 722206 & Alison Stone: 
01304 812511. 
Goodnestone: Sue Kittle: 01304 841826 & Roddy Baker: 01304 812054 
Chillenden: David Hampson Ghani: 01304 842804. 
Ash: Jenny Taylor: 01304 812190 & Bill Vennart: 01304 812628. 
Nonington: Paul Willett: 01304 840402. 
Retired Clergy:  
Nigel Hale 01304 813161 & Rev'd Andrew and Barbara Way: 01304 
812543. 
Reader:  
Anne Talbert: 01304 814249 
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Eulogy: Bill Laslett (August 1942-February 2019) 
 
A Thanksgiving Service for Bill was held in St Nicholas' Church on 
Thursday 21st February.  
The church was packed and below is the address delivered by Bill's son,  
Gary. 
 
William Leonard Laslett, Bill, Dad; was born at Selson Farm, Eastry on the 
8th August 1942.  
He was the youngest child of Len and Frances Laslett and brother to 
Elizabeth and Dick. 
 He attended Vernon Holme as a boarder from the age of 8, before 
progressing to Kent College, where he enjoyed the company of both his 
cousins and the sons of other local farming friends. 
 It was here that he was introduced to the game of hockey, which was to 
become a lifelong passion. He left school at the age of sixteen to join his 
brother and father on the family farm.   
At the time they kept cattle, dairy, pigs, sheep and some chickens which 
necessitated leaving hockey matches early, in order that the livestock were 
fed and watered; Dick and Dad taking it in turns. These were happy times 
and although busy, Dick and Dad still found time to practice their hockey 
skills on the lawn at Selson. 
Sadly, their lives were to change irrevocably by the devastating loss of their 
parents in a car crash in February 1962, when dad was just 19. Whilst the 
brothers were initially given a year to quit their tenanted farm, through 
Dick’s endeavours, the landlord was persuaded to extend this for a further 
two years.  
Although very different characters, the brothers complemented one 
another with their approach to farming. It was a steep learning curve having 
full responsibility for the farm and Dad recorded each day, in detail, in his 
meticulous diary. He would note who did what and where. They make great 
reading, not least because alongside Dick’s name he often just wrote 
‘miscellaneous’! Maybe he just didn’t quite know where you were Uncle 
Dick?   
In searching for suitable opportunities to continue farming, the brothers 
attended the auction of Little Weddington Farm which was held in The Fleur 
de Lys pub in Sandwich on 28th May 1964.  
The farming fraternity, knowing of their tragic circumstances, held back and 
let their bid secure the farm. 
Another activity which dad enjoyed throughout his life was table tennis. He 
was a member of Sandwich Table Tennis Club, which led him to meet 
another keen player Andrew Smith whose sister, Linda, had caught his eye. 
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He eventually plucked up courage to ask her out; their romance blossomed, 
and they married on 10th April 1965.    
Married life commenced in a much smaller house than that which it is today. 
Various extensions having been added over the years, in line with the ever-
increasing family! He was always enormously proud of his beloved Linda 
and five sons. 
Dick and Dad created a strong working partnership which was to last until 
1984. It saw them expand with the addition of Eastry Court Farm, thanks 
again to Dick’s negotiations.  
They worked hard, seeing many changes in agriculture and as their 
respective sons grew older, the time came for them to consider dividing the 
business and thus W L Laslett & Sons began. 
Although this meant starting again, the sheer determination and hard work 
that defined Dad, ensured that this new venture, with a much smaller farm, 
would succeed and grow.  
I remember when we started out being amazed at his enormous capacity 
for endless hours working tirelessly in the fields. 
His cricketing career though was sacrificed, in order to work at the 
weekends.  
What he did find time for however, was to start a junior cricket section at 
Ash and this brought so many happy memories for myself and my brothers. 
It also led to dad and mum meeting new people and making many lifelong 
friends.  
On one occasion, I remember the whole team, eight of us plus dad and kit, 
going to an away match in our car. It was a bit of a squash, but we arrived 
safely! 
As children, we enjoyed many happy family holidays in Dorset, Devon and 
Cornwall as Dad was not worried about venturing too far afield. He was 
always eager to get back and check his farm.  
Perhaps this was why his favourite place for a break was Westbrook where 
we hired a beach hut for a week each August. Being only 20 minutes away 
it meant there was always the opportunity to fit in some work, before 
heading to his deckchair.  
The beach hut tradition continued all through his life. He enjoyed it so much 
that in latter years he rented a hut all year round.   
His children, grandchildren and great-granddaughter all enjoyed some 
good old-fashioned seaside fun, which dad eagerly joined in with.  
He loved his grandchildren dearly, following their sporting activities and 
interests keenly.  
Throughout his life dad has enjoyed a close association with the Church, 
particularly here at St Nicholas. He has worshipped regularly and been an 
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active member; as Sidesman and helping with churchyard maintenance, 
even roping in some of our Bulgarian friends to help with mowing. 
Another dedicated aspect of dad’s life was his affiliation with the East Kent 
Ploughing Match.  
He was a committee member for many years, enjoying the company of 
numerous other local farmers.  
He particularly enjoyed entering our vegetables in the competition, proudly 
winning the best sprouts even though at times we were the only entry! 
His enduring love of hockey saw him introduce us all to Canterbury Hockey 
Club and when he was aged about 40, the Laslett Boxing Day hockey 
match versus Canterbury commenced and continues to this day.  
It has provided us all with so many wonderful memories and the younger 
generation now enjoy it just as much as we always have. 
We could not have asked for greater support in all our sporting activities 
and I know that Dad was especially proud of Ben for his amazing 
achievements in his football career and particularly his long service at 
Ramsgate Football Club.  
He loved going to watch the Rams and continued to support them even 
when Ben had retired. 
As the farm business grew stronger and when he finally felt he could trust 
us to look after it, mum and dad holidayed further afield.  
They explored Australia and New Zealand together and enjoyed holidays 
to Italy, Switzerland and St Lucia with friends.  
Dan encouraged them to visit him in Thailand and Singapore; experiences 
which they embraced wholeheartedly. Utah was next on the list, but sadly 
that was not to be. 
We were blessed to have such a loving, supportive and hard-working 
father.  
On a personal note I have been privileged to work alongside dad for 36 
years without us ever falling out.  
I’m so proud of what he achieved and will continue to follow his example in 
work and life.  
Your dogged determination and inner strength were an inspiration to us all 
and taught us to persevere when things get tough.  
My abiding memory will always be that special time we shared, before 7am 
when I’d arrive at the farm to a warm teapot and a discussion of the day’s 
farming plan.  
 
God Bless. 

Gary Laslett 

 



13 

 

Onlooker 
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on 
Monday 4th March 2019. 
 
Councillor Trevor Bartlett joined the meeting and provided an update on a 
number of projects in and around the DDC area.   
DDC’s review of the Local Plan including the range of buildings from high-
quality housing to self-builds needed and provision for travellers will go to 
consultation for a 6-week period in October. If all goes according to the 
expected timetable, the overall plan will be ready in 2020.   
The uncertainties of Brexit continue, in particular, the route between 
Manston and Dover. It will be important that lorries keep to the prescribed 
route so as not to avoid traffic chaos.   
March saw the official opening of the new Dover Leisure Centre by Sir 
Hugh Robertson, Chairman of the British Olympic Association and 
Chairman of Camelot, the operator of The National Lottery. There’s been 
a fantastic response with membership already over 1,000, with hopes to 
move to 5,000 quite quickly. The centre is particularly impressive given 
the facilities offered to those with disabilities.  
Garden waste scheme bills are due in April. The price per household is 
now £46 per year. Talking of gardens, the upgrades to Kearsney Abbey/ 
Russell Gardens continue following a competitive tender, with a new 
bridge, trees, shrubs and a community orchard.  Work to extend the cafe 
is also underway. 
A particular area of concern discussed this month was security in all its 
forms. There continues to be antisocial behaviour at Pound Corner and at 
the bus shelter with littering, including bins over-flowing with dozens of 
beer cans and spirit bottles. There have also been instances of graffiti, 
and reports of nitrous oxide (laughing gas) capsules found in alleys and 
footpaths.  The council will therefore be putting in a request as part of 
DDC’s major CCTV upgrade programme. The work is also aimed at 
boosting WiFi in the local area.   
There have also been reports of cyber security scams which seem to be 
an everyday occurrence in this modern world. Please, please take care 
on the internet and with telephone callers. Scams are becoming ever 
more believable, making it ever easier to be caught out. 
 

Onlooker 

Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304 
832 909 or email clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk or visit the 
Parish Council website www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 
 

tel:01304%20832%20909
tel:01304%20832%20909
mailto:clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
http://www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk/
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Annual Ash Parish Meeting  
 
The Annual Ash Parish Meeting is on Monday 15th April, 7pm for 7.30pm 
start.  Hear reports from Ash Parish Council, local organisations and 
charities. There will be a presentation on the progress of the Ash 
Neighbourhood Plan and why it is important to the future of Ash.    
It is your opportunity to ask your Kent County Councillor and district 
councillors questions and hear their reports. If you wish to submit a 
motion it must be put in writing and sent to the Clerk before the meeting. 
All welcome. 
 

Parish Council elections 2nd May 2019 

Have you thought about joining the Parish Council?  Would you like to 
make a difference. Nominations for elections, close April 3rd. Look out for 
details in the March edition or see the Ash Parish Council website 
at www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk. 

 
Ash Heritage Group 
Can you help? 
 
We hold a collection of parish magazines going back to the late Sixties 
thanks to Millie Foat who kept many of the older ones, but we are missing 
the following: 

 1967 December               

 1969 January 

 2008 March, April, May. July, October, November, December. 

 2009 January, February, March, April, May, July, September  

 2011 August 
We are also missing copies of the village calendars for 2014, 2016 and 
2017. 
If anyone has copies of any of these that they are willing to donate to the 
Heritage Centre please bring them to the centre on a Saturday 10am to 
12 noon. 
Also the happenings of recent times are the heritage of tomorrow. If you 
have any photos or memorabilia of events in the '60s,'70s,'80s or ‘90s 
please let us have a copy. Do not throw away what is in your attic 
concerning the local area. Give it to us, please.              

Ann Foat, chairman 

http://www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk/
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Ash Bowling Club Open Afternoon  
 

There will be an open afternoon at the club house and green in Moat 
Lane, Ash, CT3 2DG, from noon to 4pm on Saturday 13th April.  

Members and coaches will be available to explain the game, demonstrate 
and let you have a try.  

All ages, from 10 years old will be most welcome. All we ask is that you 
bring a pair of flat shoes or trainers with you. We will lend you the bowls. 

If you require further information please visit our website 
www.ashbowlsclub.org.uk or contact our secretary on 01304 813629 or 
secretary.ashbowlsclub@gmail.com   

 
Day Trip to Brugge 
 

Following the successful trip to Lille last year, Ash residents, family and 
friends are again invited to join the local branch of the Civil Service 
Pensioners Alliance who is organising a day trip to Brugge on Tuesday 
10th September.  
There will be 51 seats available on a first come first served basis at a cost 
of £33 per person, which includes luxury coach travel and ferry crossing.  
The pick-up point will again be outside the Chequer at 07:00. 
We have booked 2 drivers this year, so as not to be as tight on time, and 
will arrive back late evening.  
Whilst in Brugge there will be time to shop, explore the local area on foot 
and have lunch and a glass of wine/beer etc.  
We will also be calling into a supermarket on the way back to pick up 
some bargain goodies! 
You can also have breakfast/dinner during the 1.5hr ferry trips as well if 
you wish. 
Like last year, if you would like to be included in this trip please append 
your details on the list in the church porch or contact Chris Burnside 
(01304 813138) or Ron Bonner (01227 272316). 
 

Pie Factory Music Youth Club 

A free youth club for young people is held in Ash every Friday from 4pm-
6pm in the Ash Village Hall.  
Activities include photography, music, arts and crafts, cooking, drama, t-
shirt design, computer coding, table tennis. 
 

 

http://www.ashbowlsclub.org.uk/
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Ash Art Exhibition & Sale 2019 

The Friends of St Nicholas Church, Ash, are busy preparing for their 17th 
Annual Art Exhibition to be held in the church over the Spring Bank 
Holiday weekend.   
 

Opening times are: 
Saturday 4th May     10am - 6pm 
Sunday 5th May     10am - 6pm 
Monday 6th May       10am - 5pm 
Admission £2 includes free catalogue 
Children under 12 free 
 

The exhibition gives local artists the opportunity to display and sell their 
work and in previous years we have displayed over 600 exhibits. 
Homemade lunches and refreshments will be available in the church 
throughout the weekend. 
The children’s art competition 
includes the two local primary 
schools and village youth 
groups (see opposite). 
The church tower will be open 
between 2pm- 4pm on each 
day of the exhibition. 
Artists who wish to exhibit work 
must submit an entry form and 
pa y hanging fees by the 19th 
April. For an entry form and 
further details please email 
fstnicholas@gmail.com 
We are very grateful to all the 
volunteers who help the 
committee to hold this fantastic 
show.  
Help is very gratefully received 
to get the church ready, 
assemble the boards, hang paintings, steward during the exhibition, bake 
cakes and at the end take it all down again.  
If you think you could help please contact us by email 
fstnicholas@gmail.com or by telephone 01304 812736 
Please like and share our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/friendsofstnicholaschurchash 

 
We rely on volunteers to ensure the 
smooth running of the event and 
seek helpers; this includes people 
to: 
 
 Help set up the exhibition 

boards 
 Act as stewards during the 

exhibition 
 Help with the cafe 
 Provide soup, cakes, quiches for 

the cafe 
 
If you can help please contact: 
Denis Blaxland 01304 812736  
Maggie Vennart 01304 812628 
 

mailto:fstnicholas@gmail.com
mailto:fstnicholas@gmail.com
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CHILDRENS ART COMPETITION 

This year’s theme is ‘Fly me to the moon!’  
Let the 50th anniversary of the moon landing be 
your inspiration… 
Age categories: Under 5s, 5-7, 8-11.  

The rules: 
1. All entries must be on A4 paper and be the child’s 

own original work (no photocopies) 
2. The artwork can be done in any medium (pencils, 

crayons, paints, inks, pastels, collage etc) 
3. Names must NOT appear on the front of the 

artwork 
4. The name, age, address, telephone number and 

school MUST appear on the back of the artwork 
5. Entries must be submitted no later than Friday 26th April 
6. Entries should be placed in the box provided at one of the following 

locations: Cartwright & Kelsey School, St Faith’s at Ash School, Ash 
Library, St Nicholas’ Church Ash 

 
Prizes will be presented at 4pm on Mon 6th May in St Nicholas’ Church. 
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Ash With Westmarsh WI 
 
The WI starts the month with their annual Spring Quiz on Saturday 6th 
April at the village hall (see poster page 22); Liz Rath has set the 
questions and will be acting as Quizmaster.  
There are still tables of 8 plus spaces to fill other tables, so if you like 
quizzes, contact Sarah Stephenson on 01304 813530 or 
email smstephenson@hotmail.co.uk without delay as numbers are 
limited. Please bring your own supper and drinks.  
This month’s speaker will tell us about the history of that much-loved 
cartoon character from our childhoods.  
Do you remember that immortal opening line? - “there came a knock at 
Mrs Bear’s front door” and Rupert and his “chums” would be off on yet 
another adventure.  
He was created by a local artist, Mary Tourtel, who was educated at the 
Simon Langton Girls’ Grammar School in Canterbury, for The Daily 
Express in 1920; hence the street name Tourtel Way in Canterbury.  
Additionally, a very important guest will also be attending this meeting – 
you’ll just have to wait and see who it is!  
The Members’ Spring Show takes place on Saturday 13th April (see 
poster page 20), when we showcase our skills as WI members; the 
classes include craft, preserves, cookery, and floral displays, plus the 
Wingham Group (of which Ash is a member) Inter WI Challenge Trophy 
on the theme of The Colours of Spring. 
 Each WI stages their exhibit on a small table and the rivalry can be quite 
intense when it’s a close run competition.  
The general public are very welcome to attend for free, with doors 
opening at 2pm; refreshments will be available.  
This year I have challenged all our members to enter Class 5 – a knitted 
teddy to given pattern, to be donated to charity – hopefully there will be a 
colourful display of teddies – in theory 37 but not all members can knit!   
For more information about Ash WI and our varied activities which include 
walks, Scrabble evenings, craft, pub lunches, theatre outings plus 
Federation events throughout  East Kent, please contact the President on 
01304 812148. 

 Jean Ryan – President Ash WI 

THE DEAL AND WALMER HANDELIAN CHORAL SOCIETY perform 
Mendelssohn's Elijah, at 7.30pm on Saturday 27th April at St Mary's 
Church, Walmer. Tickets £12 or £6 for students and under 16s from the 
Astor Theatre, Deal, or on the door.  

 

mailto:smstephenson@hotmail.co.uk
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Moving On 
 
Paula and Matthew Chan ran the Chinese take-away in the centre of Ash 
from the late 1980s until it closed 

Their two children, Sharon and Christopher, were educated locally before 
earning scholarships to Oxford University where they studied music. 

Previous to the Chans taking over, the building was a cafe with an 
unofficial village youth club in the cellar. The Chans moved out of Ash in 
March, relocating nearer London to be closer to their family. 
Prior to all this, in 1844, Charles Harden established his drapers shop 
here. With suits, ladies’ clothes and haberdashery on the ground floor, the 
first floor was dedicated to hats that were so popular, by the turn of the 
century Mr Harden employed 10 milliners on the top floor to keep up with 
demand. 

 
Not Moving At All 

 

 

 
Sadly, a familiar 
sight in the centre of 
Ash, but the bus 
reversed into the car 
park is an unusual 
twist on the scene! 
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The Ash Society: Dover Harbour 
 
If one talks about Dover Harbour thoughts immediately focus on the 
ferries in the Eastern Harbour.  
Chris Talbot, Communications Manager for Dover Harbour, in his talk to 
the Ash Society on the 21st  February, made clear to us that the really 
exciting developments are taking place in the Western Harbour, a project 
of £250,000,000.  
Why now? The Dover Harbour is a trust and could not borrow money until  
recently when the law was changed. 
At the present time the annual turnover of the Eastern Docks is around  
£65million with a profit of £10.2million.  
Much of the present area is unproductive. The old Wellington dock, the 
launching area for the cross channel hovercraft, while the cruise line 
berths can be improved and the marina expanded.  
Many of the cargos handled require refrigeration, a quarter of all the 
bananas eaten in the UK are imported through Dover.  
In association with the Canterbury Archaeology Group there have been a 
number of discoveries including, Victorian basements, Elizabethan timber 
revetments and two Mammoth teeth.   
Items in-hand or planned are a new lock gate which will permit boats in 
the marina to launch at a wider range of tide levels, a refrigerated 
warehouse (100 metres by 110 metres) with 9 individual areas.  
For public space there will be a long curved promenade along the back of 
the marina. At the end of 2020 the town clock, refurbished, will be the 
central feature of a square featuring shop and restaurants facilities. 
The talk ended with a wonderful display of aerial pictures of the site. 
Don’t ask how many million tons of sand and aggregates were 
mentioned. 

                                                                            Ray Cooper     

League of Friends for Kent and Canterbury Hospital - 
Ash Branch 
 
We had a successful stall at the coffee morning on March 2nd at the 
village hall, which raised £53.50. Thank you to everyone who supports us 
every month. We are always looking for new members so if anyone is 
interested please let us know.  Call 01034 812492. 

Marion Martin 
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The Friends of St Nicholas Church  
Annual Race Night 
 
On Saturday 9th February The Friends welcomed about 100 people to 
their Annual Race Night on Ash Village Hall race course colourfully 
decked out with bunting and posters. 
Tony Jones MC worked his magic persuading race goers to part with their 
cash t o buy horses or volunteer to be jockeys, and with bets placed the 
scene was set for the first race. As the lights dimmed there was an eerie 
hush around the course as the jockeys settled and, then they were off. 

With the crowd 
going wild 
cheering on 
their favourites 
the jockeys 
reeled in their 
steeds the full 
length of the 
hall course. As 
the finishing 
line approached 

the noise was deafening and the winning horse was met with hysterical 
cheers as the course lights came back up. Then we did it all again for 8 
races with no casualties except for some jockeys suffering slight wrist 
ache, but the horses were unscathed with not a trace of equine flu 
detected.   
The winning horse owners all received a bottle of fizz and their jockeys 
received a free drink from the bar.  
A tremendous 
atmosphere was 
created by the lively 
crowd helped no doubt 
by the well-stocked 
reasonably- priced 
licensed bar. The 
evening also included a 
very tasty home cooked 
meal of chilli and jacket 
potato with veggie option plus choc ice; a raffle with a record number of 
prizes generously donated by local businesses and committee members; 
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new this year 3 additional entry ticket prizes; and a prize for the night's 
best jockey.  
The last race auction of horses resulted in a further £50 prize money for 
the winning owner and a bottle of fizz for Martin Booty considered to be 
the best jockey overall.  
The last race was renamed the Bill Laslett Farmer’s Gallop in loving 
memory of Bill who had been such a loyal and generous supporter of the 
Friends. He will be sadly missed. 
As always, we are indebted to all our annual advertisers and the 20 Race 
Night sponsors who helped us raise a fabulous £1591.64 profit which has 
already been earmarked to pay for the church kitchen to be moved and 
refurbished in May/June. This will make a significant difference to all the 
groups who use it.  
Thanks also to Jacky Burnside for selling a record number of raffle tickets 
and producing 20 posters advertising all the sponsors.  
A fantastic evening well supported & enjoyed by all who attended. 

Chris Burnside, Chairman of the Friends 

 
Ash Heritage Group: Bygone Ash 
 
We seemed to be putting out more and more chairs as people poured into 
the village hall to hear Cressida Williams and Peter Ewart talk on Bygone 
Ash. This proved to be a very popular topic presented in a lively and 
engaging manner by two Heritage Group committee members.  
They were describing and illustrating the huge range of documentation 
that forms the Ash St Nicholas archive. These documents as Cressida 
explained, go back to the 1500s and were kept in the vestry under 
controlled conditions in steel cupboards. They had been well looked after 
by David Downes and David Cave, and Ash was the only church in East 
Kent allowed to keep their records. The PCC decided that the time had 
come to send the archive to Canterbury Cathedral. They can be viewed 
by appointment. 
Cressida and Peter then explained and illustrated the riches contained in 
Ash archives. The birth and death registers record many familiar names 
of the area, and show sad episodes such as many infant deaths during 
disease epidemics.  
The Poor Law records chart changes in the way the parish had to help 
those who had fallen on hard times. They go back to the Tudor and Stuart 
times when the first attempts at a legal policy to deal with the poor were 
made. In succeeding centuries the parish was responsible for the poor 
that were registered within its boundaries. Payments of money, clothes, 
coal and other types of help are meticulously recorded. This went on until 
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the Vestry built the Ash workhouse on Sandwich Road in 1780 to house 
the growing numbers of destitute poor. The Poor Law Act of 1834 
removed the responsibility from the Parish as Eastry Union was created. 
The Vestry minutes record many things as there was no Parish Council 
until 1894 and no Parochial Church Council at this time. The Vestry 
headed by the churchwardens and the vicar were responsible for 
everything from care of the poor to keeping roads in repair, dealing with 
flooding and overseeing the school. Rates were collected from the 
parishioners for these purposes. Parish overseers were still responsible 
for collecting rates into the 20th century. 
The Parish Tithe map records in detail all the land owned by individual 
parishioners for the purpose of collecting the tithes, a practice that 
continued in some cases until the era of the Second World War. 
Recent archives are also included in the collection such as copies of the 
parish magazine dating back to 1899. This was illustrated by a copy of 
the cover of the very first one printed.  
All these archives were illustrated and explained by Peter and Cressida in 
a most enjoyable evening event. 
David Downes’ book Ash an East Kent village (available in the centre) 
uses many of these rich archive resources and gives a detailed 
description of the insight they provide into the past. 

Ann Foat  

 
The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Churches 
 
Lilies For Easter at Elmstone Church 
 
The Easter Service this year will be at Elmstone Church on Sunday 21 
April, at 9.30am. We will be arranging some lilies in the church. If you 
would like to donate one in memory of someone, then please advise me, 
call 01227 722704, or leave a request with your name, the money and 
any card, if you wish to have one placed near the flowers, at Preston 
Village Shop, by Friday 5 April.  Lilies will be £2.50 each. 

 
A New Venture for 2019 
 
Elmstone Church Happy Hour: Friday 5th April 6.30pm-7.30pm and each 
first Friday of the month during the summer months. 
It is hoped many of you will support this new venture, to open up the 
church to meet our neighbours for a friendly relaxing start to the weekend. 
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An Invitation  
 
An invitation to take part in an exciting new Benefice project; a series of 
plays based on The Medieval Mystery Cycle of Plays to be performed at 
churches in the Benefice.  
Anyone from any benefice parish or village, is invited to find out more at 
an introductory talk and short workshop on Sunday 12th May in St 
Nicholas, Ash from 3.30 until 5pm. It doesn’t matter if you are an 
experienced performer or have never been involved in a dramatic 
production before; there is something for everyone! Full instruction and 
support will be given, so please come along, have a try and hear how it 
will work.  
We will need some confident actors for main parts and a ‘crowd’ some of 
whom will have a few lines, but whose involvement gives support to the 
actors and helps to create the atmosphere each scene needs. Singers 
too; I hope to involve members of local choirs where possible.  
There are 10 plays in this sequence, some very short with only two or 
three actors, others last longer and have bigger parts plus the crowd.  
All ages welcomed, children from top junior upwards, with an adult 
please, are welcome. There may be some younger non-speaking parts to 
fill, but we will add them later. Because of the nature of these plays, you 
would not be required every week until November/December, the scenes 
will be rehearsed in groups requiring the same people then gradually put 
together in sequence once everyone is feeling confident.  
If you are at all interested to find out more, but cannot make the meeting, 
please get in touch and discuss how you might be able to be involved.  
We will also welcome anyone interested in backstage or costume etc to 
come to this meeting. We will be telling the story of Christmas from the 
visit of the Angel to Mary, the Annunciation, through all the traditional 
tales, with a few extras! Then continuing Jesus’ story up to his recognition 
by John the Baptist at the beginning of his ministry. Carols and songs are 
used throughout the performance, some for the congregations to join in. 
The evening performances will, hopefully, take place in Ash, Preston and 
Goodnestone churches during the week before Christmas with a 
shortened morning performance of the Nativity scenes on Sunday 22nd 
December in Ash. These will be decided later at the appropriate PPC 
meetings.  
Looking forward to welcoming lots of you to the first meeting at St 
Nicholas and explaining why I feel these ancient plays still have a 
relevance, great stories, humour and voices that can still speak to us all, 
over the centuries.  

Pat Coles 
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Garden Jottings for April 
 
This is the time to make sure that tender shoots of lupins and delphiniums 
are protected from slugs. 
Think about supports for plants before they collapse in an untidy heap 
and have to be tied up unnaturally. Canes and twiggy sticks are useful 
here as are specifically designed green hoops or link stakes. Soft garden 
twine or a stretchy plastic tie is ideal. 
New plants can be added to borders and rockeries as the early bulbs die 
down. Seed pods should be removed but leaves left on for 6 weeks to 
feed the bulbs for next year.  
It is a good idea to scatter Growmore around bulbs and borders at this 
time. Roses need a specific feed and should be sprayed for black spot 
before its appearance. 
Cut back forsythia after flowering and shear over winter-flowering 
heathers to remove spent flower heads. 
Seeds of annuals can be sown in trays or borders if the soil is moist 
enough. Plug trays are ideal to grow seeds as they can be transplanted 
without disturbing the roots. Seedlings grown in seed trays should be 
lifted by their leaves when they have two sets of proper leaves.  
Pansies and antirrhinums can be planted out now if you have grown them 
on from last year. 
 Begin to harden off cuttings and seeds by putting them out gradually in 
the daytime, weather permitting, to plant out next month. 
Dahlias can be potted up and watered after overwintering in a fairly dry 
condition. As shoots appear, cuttings can be taken to increase stock or 
passed on to other gardeners. 
Weed and fed strawberry beds, tie in raspberry canes and mulch around 
plants 
Start runner and dwarf beans in a seed tray indoors to plant out in 
prepared trenches, filled with compost and shredded newspaper, to hold 
moisture, in May. Watch out, however, for a late frost with any new 
planting. 
Lawns can be mown now, start with the blade set high and gradually 
lower later on. They can also be scarified (raked) and given a feed. Edge 
up borders to give a neat, sharp edge to the lawn. 
This may all seem daunting, but by April the days are longer and it is a 
pleasure to be out in the fresh air and watch the garden come to life 
again! 

Christine Brown 
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April Relections 

 
Most of the languages of the British Isles have names for April that link 
back to the Roman ‘Aprilis’, this was derived from ‘Asperio’ meaning to 
open, very apt for this month as so many of our flowers, shrubs and trees 
are opening up ready for the new season.  
The exceptions are (according to this year’s Almanac) the Gaelic words 
from Ireland and Scotland which are Aibrean and Giblean respectively. 
Both these may derive from ‘braon’ meaning ‘drops of rain’, also apt for 
the month most known for its showers. These and the gusts of winds, 
which we’ve already experienced in March this year, always seem to 
arrive just as the cherry blossom as at its best, leaving colourful confetti 
on our paths and lawns.  
Butterflies and many types of bee become really active this month as 
there is so much more choice of nectar to feed on and pollen for 
collection.  
The lovely Brimstone butterfly which hibernates in out buildings and 
cracks in stone walls, are often the first to appear, the females are pale 
green and harder to spot than the brilliant yellow males.  
I saw a couple of exceptionally early one in Goodnestone at the end of 
February as the unseasonal warm stretch began, I just hope they 
managed to find a mate and survive long enough to lay eggs. 
This month I hope many of you will be able to get out and enjoy the 
annual treat of the bluebells displaying in our woods.  
At the beginning of March, as I write this, there is plenty of green showing 
already, so the spectacle may be earlier than usual. They take over the 
space on the woodland floor, just before the canopy opens out to take 
most of the light.  
Thick, established woods that take so much of the summer light that they 
prevent summer flowers from getting going, allow bluebells, wood 
anemonies and ransoms to dominate these areas during the spring.  
Bluebells often indicate ancient woodlands, often managed by coppicing, 
dating back to at least sixteen hundred. 
In 1604 a painting was made to record an important trade agreement with 
Spain; The Somerset House Conference, in it all the dignitaries are 
displaying a fine array of starched linen ruffs, such as we will forever 
associate with the Tudor period.  
All such ruffs were made possible due to the paste which was made from 
bluebell bulbs! This was scraped from the bulbs and much prized for the 
sharpness of pleat it enabled. It was also used to attach feathers, known 
as ‘fletchlings’ to arrows. 
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However, do remember that the English Bluebell is a protected species 
and must not be dug up!  
There are licensed growers who can sell bluebell bulbs for our gardens, 
and although tempting to pick, these delicate flowers do not keep well as 
cut flowers and should be left in the wild. So enjoy them there, with their 
delicate, yet heady, scent when the sun is on them and try to keep to 
established pathways, as it is the treading down of their leaves that 
causes the bulbs to fail the following year.  
Like most bulbs, they need the leaves to continue to feed the bulb once 
the flowers have finished, in order to produce another splendid vista next 
year.  
Bluebells are related to hyacinth as their Latin name; hyacinthoides non-
scripta, suggests. They should not be confused with the Spanish bluebell; 
hyacinthoides Hispania, which was first introduced to England in the 17th 
century. This is a taller, more upright bold plant with bigger-bodied 
flowers, more like the early hyacinth.  
Although they have been given bad press as ‘taking over’ from our, more- 
demure, nodding headed native version, they prefer warmer urban areas, 
as was found when the Woodland Trust organised The Big Bluebell 
Watch in 2017; 80% of those spotted were native plants, still firmly 
established in the cooler, shadier woodlands, very encouraging.  
We all have our favourite viewing spots, but in the days when very few 
people could afford a car and there were many more active ‘branch lines’, 
special trains were laid on to allow 
everyone the chance to see the 
vivid bursts of colour drifting 
through the woods and alongside 
the tracks.  
The Bluebell Railway in Sussex 
continues that tradition, running 
throughout the summer with 
Bluebell Special trains running from 
mid-April to mid-May to view the 
South Downs in all their flowery 
glory!  
As a popular wild flower the 
bluebell has a variety of ‘folk’ 
names such as; fairy flower, bell 
bottle, blue rockets, crow-pickers, 
cuckoo’s boots and in Dorset and 
Somerset they were known as 



32 

 

‘grammer-greygles’ and ‘granfer-griggles’!  
The earliest recorded use of the name we mostly use was in the Oxford 
English Dictionary of 1755, bluebell was also associated with the ‘hare-
bells’.  
The fairy flower association belongs to a time when the fairy-folk were a 
deeply held belief and were not always benevolent, personified in 
Shakespeare’s fighting fairies and mischievous Puck in A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream.  
In the 1920s, Cecily Mary Barker’s ‘Flower Fairies’ books created a world 
of charming characters alongside beautifully observed drawings of each 
flower.  
I certainly had a few favourites as a little girl, Columbine was one I 
remember! They seem to have had a bit of a new lease of popularity and I 
recently gave my granddaughter a collection put into one volume.  
The intense ‘blueness’ of the flowers and the way they fade and then 
disappear into the ground during summer, means that they have also long 
been associated with sorrow and loss. 
A wistful, sighing type of loss found in many folk songs and writings by 
such as John Clare, Gerard Manly Hopkins, Anne Bronte, Houseman and 
Ciaran Carson.  
Hopkins thought that their appearance “was a revelation of the Glory of 
God”, I agree with him there!  
For much more on the life through the centuries of these lovely flowers 
see The Brief Life of Flowers by Fiona Stafford. But I do hope you get out 
to see our woods transformed into a sea of blue, enjoy.  

Pat Coles 

 
District News 
 

District Council Collective Energy Switch 

Energy Deal, Dover District Council’s Collective Energy Switching Scheme 
is free to join and gives residents the chance to make an informed decision 
about switching energy suppliers in a safe, and supported environment 
without any obligation to switch. 
Auctions are held 3 times a year (February, May and October).  The next 
auction will be on May 21st 2019 with registration opening on April 2nd 
2019. 
How to take part 

 Online at www.dover.gov.uk/Environment/Energy-Advice/Cut-
Energy-Bills 

http://www.dover.gov.uk/Environment/Energy-Advice/Cut-Energy-Bills
http://www.dover.gov.uk/Environment/Energy-Advice/Cut-Energy-Bills
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 Residents without internet access can call 01304 872428 (you will 
receive a callback) 

If you’ve previously taken part in the scheme you’ll need to re-register each 
time you wish to take part. 
 
 How does the collective switch work?  
 

 Energy suppliers are invited to take part in the auction to bid against 
each other to offer the best deal.  

 The winning supplier will be the one making the lowest offer  

 Your personal energy offer is based on the energy usage information 
you provided. You are not obliged to take up the offer: it is your 
choice  

 If you decide to accept the offer you need to do so before 2 July 
2019  

 The entire switch is taken care of for you, meaning the whole thing is 
as smooth and hassle-free for you as possible  

The recent Winter Auction (held in February) secured tariffs not available 
direct from the supplier or through price comparison services.   
Both online (Octopus Energy (100% renewable energy)) and paper billing 
tariffs (E.ON) were between £270 and £282 lower than the standard tariff 
cap (based on Ofgem average consumption figures). 
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